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Information for Contributors 
 

February 2026 issue deadlines: Articles, photographs, etc must be sent to the 
appropriate Village Correspondent (contact details at the head of each village 
section) by Friday 9th January for the February issue. Contributions from outside 
the Bride Valley can be emailed to bvnburton@gmail.com. Handwritten or typed 
copy must be delivered to village correspondents well before the deadline. 
Please contact bvnadverts@bvn.org.uk for information on advertising in the BVN. 
Articles, notices and advertisements in this magazine may not necessarily 
represent or reflect the views of the Editor or the people and organisations 
funding and supporting the BVN. Copies of the BVN, in colour, can be found at 
bvn.org.uk or via links on Bride Valley village websites. Note: Contributors are 
asked to note that space in the BVN is strictly limited and the Editor reserves the 
right to edit or refuse submissions and cannot guarantee that items will be 
included. 
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The Bride Valley News is delivered to every home in the valley and is 
entirely produced and distributed by volunteers. Donations to help us 
continue to provide the magazine would be welcome and if you feel able 
to contribute - please make a BACS payment to:  
Account: ‘Bride Valley Churches Team Council’, Sort code 30-91-21 
Account number 00074071............and please quote BVN.  
 

Bride Valley News – the magazine of the Bride 
Valley Communities and the Bride Valley  

& Chesil Churches   
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St Mary The Virgin: Burton Bradstock St Mary: Litton Cheney 
St Michael & All Angels: Littlebredy St Peter: Long Bredy 
Chilcombe (dedication unknown) St Mary The Blessed Virgin: Puncknowle 
St Martin: Shipton Gorge Holy Trinity:  Swyre 

 
 

Rector: Rev’d Andrew Rawding (01308) 898799 
 

To enquire about Baptisms, Marriages or Funeral arrangements in the Bride 
Valley & Chesil Benefice Churches please contact Rev’d Rawding by phone 
(see above) or email rectorbridevalleychesil@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
Lay Pastoral Assistants  
 

We have 2 Lay Pastoral Assistants in our team and they are available for 
anyone throughout our community and can respond to any need, great or 
small, for pastoral care. The team are: Jenny: 01308 898768, Liz: 01308 
897451 alternatively you can get in touch with your churchwarden, or Helen 
Fry, Benefice Administrator on 01308 897260.  
 

Home communion is available by arrangement. If you would like to become an 
LPA, please have a look at the Diocese of Salisbury webpage:  
 

https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/whoweare/news/is-god-calling-you-to-be-a-
lay-pastoral-assistant-, and then chat with Rector Andrew.  
 

 
Safeguarding 
 

The Churches of this Benefice have adopted the House of Bishops 
safeguarding policy and are 'Promoting Safer Churches'.  The Benefice 
Churches have an open door to all survivors.  
 

For further information or support please contact our Safeguarding Officer: - 
Les Keatley. Tel: - 07833545450 email: - Les@Keatley.me.uk 
 
 
 
 

The Bride Valley & Chesil Churches 
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Dear friends, 
 

How are you feeling about the New Year?  
 

I was running around ‘St Mary’s Parkrun’ on Saturday in Bridport. It was hard 
work. It’s always hard work. Each time I run it I feel like my heart is going to 
explode.  It’s a physical battle as well as a mental one. I always go off too 
fast, then hang in there until I might be able to produce a final sprint. It 
would not be hard work if I ran at a slower pace. It would be easier if the 
course had less twists and turns, uphills, and changes of direction. My 
average heart rate running the 3.1 miles (5km) was 171bpm. In the last four 
minutes I was running at 193bpm. 19 minutes 31 seconds of hard effort. It’s 
an incentive to train better, to run faster, just so it can be over quicker. As I 
ran, I tried to distract myself from the desire to ease off and slow down. I 
counted down from 59 seconds, to make another minute go past. I thought 
about the ‘ABC’ of running: attitude, breathing, cadence. ATTITUDE: I told 
myself, “You’ve got this Andrew.” BREATHING: I regulated my breathing, 
focusing on exhales. CADENCE: I checked my stride pattern to increase 
effectiveness and speed. 
 

We’re running into yet another New Year.  We can’t control that. But what’s 
your ‘ABC’ for 2026? We can control that. 
 

ATTITUDE: I don’t know where you are in the race of life. I don’t know 
whether you are on a course which involves twists and turns, up hills and 
changes of direction.  But I’m wondering if you can say to yourself: “You’ve 
got this. Whatever the New Year brings you’ll get through this. At some point, 
if there’s pain, it will pass.” From a psychological view point it’s better to 
address yourself in the third person. “You can do this Andrew” rather than “I 
can do this.” I get through marathons imagining my children cheering me on 
from the sidelines or waiting for me, jumping up and down at the finish line. 
In Christianity we talk about a ‘great cloud of witnesses’ (Hebrews 12:1), that 
is faithful ones from the past. You may feel on your own right now, but who 
can you hear as a voice of encouragement, maybe from your own past, 
letting you know “You’ve got this!”? In my years in the military when I was 
feeling at breaking point, I would remind myself of the apostle Paul’s: “I can 
do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13). Later 
in life it became: “I can do all things though love which gives me strength.” 

From the Rectory 
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Start with ATTITUDE. Ask the sun (Son) for inspiration, listen to the 
encouragement of the birds, hear the waves willing you on, give it to the 
everlasting arms of divine love and tell yourself: “Whatever 2026 brings, 
you’ve got this, you’ll get through it, you’re going to be ok.” 
 

BREATHING: I’m sure you know about breathing, but how much do you focus 
on the exhale, letting breath out, rather than gasping to get breath in? The 
exhale is crucial for activating the body's relaxation response, shifting from 
‘fight-or-flight’ to ‘rest-and-digest’. Hyper-ventilation is linked to anxiety and 
panic attacks. No fault of our own but a response to environment. Focusing 
on the exhale, and extending it, as if you are blowing out candles on a 
birthday cake, signals the brain through the vagal nerves, lowering heart 
rate, blood pressure, and muscle tension, while promoting deeper sleep and 
overall calmness. A full exhale empties the lungs and makes way for fresh 
oxygen. Practice your exhales: holding for four seconds, and you will be 
better at managing stress and improve your mental well-being in 2026.  It’s 
built into church tradition in the reading of the Psalms.  ‘Inhale scripture, 
exhale prayer’ is more than that. There is a pause at the colon in our 
traditional prayer books; for rhythmic breathing through recitation which 
brings both physical and spiritual calm. Oh, and see all that ill-feeling, 
unforgiveness, resentment, bitterness or anything which makes your 
breathing shallow and your heart tense – breathe it out, pray it out, and let it 
go.  Give it to the wind, to be carried on the clouds, and leave it there. It will 
return as tears, to water the earth, and bring new life.  
 

CADENCE: It’s a marathon not a sprint. You’ve likely heard that before, but 
are you living by it?  Check your pacing, and your stride pattern. If right now it 
feels like you’re going uphill, then shorten your stride and slow it right down. 
It’s a long climb I know, but you will reach the top. At the top look back and 
see how far you’ve come; how much you have persevered, and overcome. 
Smile, relax, enjoy the view and then some downhill.  Pacing can be 
particularly important with grief.  Run your unique race. Go at your pace. The 
course might go round in circles, then uphill, downhill, back the way you’ve 
come. At some point you will get to a junction, and you’ll be able to choose 
the best path, and feel more in control. Check ATTITUDE, check BREATHING, 
adjust your CADENCE to suit where you are right now. Keep going. You’re 
going to be OK. 
 

With my prayers for this New Year. You’ve got this,  
 
Andrew 
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Christmas Greetings in the BVN 
 

We are delighted to report that the BVN and the Three Ells Trust will each 
receive £638.50 this year. Thank you to everyone who contributed for your 
generous donations!  
 

SAVE THE DATE for a St Bride's/'Imbolc' Pilgrimage  
on Sunday 1st February 2026. 
 

We are planning a pilgrimage to celebrate light and life, and new beginnings, 
on Sunday 1st February which is St Bride's Day and also 
'Imbolc'. Imbolc marks the halfway point between the Winter Solstice and 
Spring Equinox, signalling the first signs of spring like lengthening days, new 
growth, and lambing season, honouring the goddess Brigid with fire, 
purification, and themes of rebirth, fertility, and new beginnings. The 
pilgrimage will go from the Hardy Monument, through the 'Valley of Stones' 
to the source of the River Bride at Littlebredy, and then through the Bride 
Valley to Freshwater, where the river enters the sea. We are planning to hire 
a minibus to take pilgrims to the start and facilitate transportation as 
required along the route. Timings are planned to be 12.00noon - 
5.00pm. Full details will be confirmed and published through 'From Source 2 
Sea' and Facebook. From 5.00pm there will be a welcoming ‘Winter Warmer’ 
event for pilgrims at Othona, followed by a candlelit evening of friendship to 
lead us into the light and love of ‘Candlemas’. If you would like to register an 
interest in the pilgrimage walk please 
email BVchurchesTA@outlook.com, with subject 'St Bride's Pilgrimage 2026' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIDE VALLEY CAR SERVICE  
  

The BVCS is a volunteer scheme offering residents of the Bride Valley transport to and 
from medical appointments when they are unable to drive themselves or be driven by 

rela=ves or friends. Clients are charged a mileage fee (currently 50p per mile) plus a 
standard charge (currently £2.00 per journey). Because the service depends on the 

availability of volunteer drivers, clients are asked to give as much no=ce as possible – we 
are unlikely to be able to respond to requests within 48 hours of an appointment.  

To book a journey please call our voluntary co-ordinator on   
07393 607025 

We always welcome new drivers. 
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Thorners CE VA School 
 

Happy New Year! - We are looking forward to welcoming the 
children back after the Christmas break on January 6th 
2026!  
 

Mike Sitch, Headmaster 
 
 

Burton Bradstock CE Primary School 
‘Do justice; love kindness; and walk humbly with 
God’ (Micah 6:8) 
 

We are inspired by this verse from the bible and how it 
shapes all we do. We all believe that fairness, kindness and 
being humble are the key to flourishing for all. The links 
between this and our school values of Happiness, 
Friendship, Hope, Love, Courage and Respect are clear. 
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Thorners CE VA School 
 
 

As we head into December the children have been incredibly busy!   
 
Sport 
As well as our usual football coaching and archery lessons this term the  
children have also been doing brilliantly at other sports.  The netball team, 
coached here by Mrs Hayter, managed to get to the final and win the 
Bridport primary schools' tournament and are now to go on to play the  
winners of the Beaminster pyramid tournament for the West Dorset  
trophy.  Well done to all for such a superb effort! 
 
In Cross Country - two teams of runners took on a host of other schools and 
a very muddy Colmer's Hill course as they competed on a beautifully sunny 
Saturday morning.  Many of our team have been attending our school  
running club with Ms Atkin on Thursdays after school and the sessions  
clearly paid off with all runners completing the course and the boys team 
finishing third overall.  A special mention must go to Henry who came third 
overall in the Boy's race.  it was also wonderful to see that our team was 
made up of children from yrs 4 and 5 so they will be able to run again next 
year!  Bravo! 
 
Assemblies 
The children held a special assembly outside today at 11am to mark the  
anniversary of the armistice of 1918.  They decorated the school with  
poppies of different colours and recited poems from Sassoon and 
Brooke.  The old bell was rung at 11am and the children observed a minute's 
silence to pay our respects to all those affected by conflict.  Thank you to all 
staff who helped the children decorate the school so creatively in particular 
Ms Taylor! 
 
During assembly times the children will now have a new weekly type of  
assembly every Thursday.  Although we are only too aware of how fortunate 
we are to grow up and work in such a wonderful part of the world we are also 
aware that this can give the children a skewed perspective on the world and 
so we are starting this new series of assemblies to help the children "get 
their heads up" and think a little more about what goes on in other parts of 
the world and indeed in other parts of our country beyond the Bride  
Valley.  We are using a web-based platform called LYFTA which has a series 
of 'story worlds' from all around the globe and that focuses on issues that our  
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Burton Bradstock CE Primary School 

 
 

As the song goes, ‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!’. I write this as 
plans are taking shape for our Christmas Nativity at Freshwater, Christingle 
at the Church and Christmas Fair amongst many other things in the lead up 
to the holiday. 
 
On Friday 11th November, the children took part in a Remembrance Service 
at St. Mary’s Church. We were joined by families and the local community. 
We stood and marked the 2 minutes silence outside the church before our 
Chair of Governors, Mrs Lewis Badgett, read out the names of local people 
who lost their lives in the Great War.  
 
November also saw us running the Coffee Stop in the Village Hall. This is  
always a popular event and it was again this time. Our Year 5 and 6 children 
waited tables and shared their learning with their families and members of 
the local community, and our Early Years Children also visited on the way 
back from their welly walk. We raised £242.50 which will go towards our 
playground redevelopment fund. Thank you to everyone who supported the 
event, especially our kitchen helpers who gave up their time to make all the 
teas and coffees!  
 
As mentioned above, we have a number of events in the run up to Christmas. 
This starts with a theatre group visiting school at the end of November and 
our Christmas Fair on Saturday 10th December from 3:30-5pm at school – all 
welcome with proceeds going towards our new playground apparatus. In the 
final week of term, we have our Nativity performance at Freshwater, Christ-
mas lunch, parties and Christingle Service at St. Mary’s church.  
 
I look forward to telling you all about them in the January edition of the BVN. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at Burton Bradstock 
Primary. 
 
Adam Gough 
Headteacher 
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Message from the Headteacher 
 

What a busy end of term we have had at Burton Bradstock Primary! The term 
has flown past and I cannot believe my time at Burton is coming to a close; 
this is my last BVN article as I leave to take on the headship at Bincombe 
Valley Primary School after Christmas. I am extremely proud of all we have 
achieved at Burton over the past few years. So much has happened which 
has positively impacted the children’s time at school and I know that the 
dedicated staff team will continue to work tirelessly to ensure the best for 
the children and community moving forward. Burton is a very special place 
and it has been an absolute joy to lead the school. I am confident that the 
school will continue to go from strength to strength and wish the children, 
families and community all the best for the future.  
 

From the School 
 

As I write preparations continue for our carol concert at St Mary’s Church in 
Burton Bradstock at the end of term. We are doing our own version of 9 
lessons and carols complete with a Nativity Tableaux played by our Nursery 
and Reception children. This is always a highlight of the festive calendar and 
I am thoroughly looking forward to it! 
 
Children in the Nest had a magical and special morning at Groves as part of 
their learning about celebrations. They had a wonderful time looking at all 
the Christmas decorations and lights. The tree netting machine was a hit and 
so was the hot chocolate and biscuits in the Ivy house. A huge thank you to 
Charlie Groves and all his team for making us feel so welcome and festive.  
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Our school choir sang 
carols at the Bridport 
Christmas Cheer which 
was really well 
supported by our 
children and staff. They 
are looking forward to 
singing at the Coffee 
Mates morning and 
around the village 
before Christmas.  
 

You may have seen our wonderful Christmas decorations at school over the 
past month. The wreath which adorns our gate was kindly made and 
donated by Alexandra in the village. It is an amazing piece and the children 
and families have loved seeing it on their way in and out of school each day. 
Our Christmas tree was kindly donated by On Your Marks Gardening and the 
friends of school have spent many hours decorating the tree and school 
itself!  
 

Happy New Year from all at Burton Bradstock Primary. 
 
Adam Gough, Headteacher 
 
 
 
Bride Valley & Chesil Help Our Planet (HOP)  
 

There will be a meeting of Bride Valley & Chesil Help our Planet at 6.30pm 
on 29th January at St Mary's Church, Burton Bradstock. Would you like to 
'Help Our Planet' through activities in and around your village?  Do you have 
knowledge, skills and experience to share? 
 

All are welcome to the meeting  to consult our local community about how 
we can come together to take action to 'Help Our Planet' (HOP). This will 
include thinking about events, supporting our schools to run HOP 
clubs/activities and local action to support wildlife and our 
environment. HOP was founded by Burton Bradstock resident Professor 
Philip Howse OBE and others, influencing 'COP' discussions on climate 
change and the Amazon, and holding regular talks at Sladers Yard, West 
Bay. 
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Our Night Sky in January 2026 
 

Saturn will be setting in the West at about 2200, 
while Jupiter will be well up in the sky all night, as 
will Orion. A great time to be out with binoculars to 
see the nebula in his sword, hanging from his belt. 
You can also see Betelgeux and Rigel, the two 
brightest stars in the constellation, and Sirius, the 
Dog star, following his master, and twinkling in the low atmosphere with all 
the colours of a sunlit diamond. 
 

A potentially record-breaking ultramassive black hole in the Cosmic 
Horseshoe galaxy, and a "naked" black hole in the early universe that exists 
without a host galaxy. These finds are challenging existing models of how 
black holes and galaxies form and grow. Black holes form when a star larger 
than about 3 times bigger than our Sun, runs out of fuel which had 
prevented it from collapsing under its own gravity. If it does not collapse and 
rebound in a Supernova, it can collapse under its own gravity into a black 
hole from which not even light can escape. 
 
You are earnestly advised not to go near one, otherwise your New Year 
would most definitely be spoilt 
 

With thanks to NASA 
 

Bill Turnill  
 

 
Bride Valley WI 
 

As with recent tradition in the Bride Valley WI our November meeting always 
involves some type of craft. This year we returned to our “Carousel of Crafts”. 
Members were able to make a selection of Christmas decorations. Cutting, 
folding, gluing and lots of concentration as well as artistic license and of 
course laughter, ensued. Angels, Stars, Snowflakes and Wreaths were 
crafted and great fun was had by all.  
 

A group of eight Bride Valley WI members joined us for our November walk. 
We walked from Shipton Gorge’s pub, The New Inn, on a route that took us 
over fields, paths and into the village of Walditch before returning to Shipton 
Gorge. We viewed the town of Bridport, the coast and Golden Cap and there 
was still plenty of autumn colour around for all to see as we climbed back up 
to the village. Sadly, we also found an area of soil in one of the fields where 
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black plastic bale wrapping had become partially embedded in the ground, 
making it impossible to be picked up. The area in which we live is so 
beautiful and the members were grateful for the opportunity to see views 
they may not have seen before. We managed to complete the walk and have 
a recovery drink at The New Inn, luckily before the expected heavy rain set in 
for the day. Thank you, Kathy, for leading the walk and arranging a dry 
morning.  
 

The skittles team continue to do well in the league. Only one defeat so far. In 
their latest match an amazing 16 scored in one hand, by one of the team 
members ensured another win. The team continues to work hard on 
retaining the coveted Skittles Trophy.  
 

Should you wish to join the Bride Valley WI we meet on the third Thursday of 
the month in Puncknowle Village Hall at 7.30pm.  
Please contact us at bridevalleywi@gmail.com  
 
The Bride Valley Book Club Review 
“Prophet Song” by Paul Lynch 
 

Prophet Song - a Booker prize winner from a few years ago - is a dystopian 
novel set in an imagined alternative present of the Irish Republic. After a 
democratic election an ultra-right-wing government is voted in and the 
Guardai form a military wing of state security secret police. The story follows 
one family - Eilish, a scientist, and her husband, Larry, a trades union official. 
Incrementally the state suspends the rule of law and human rights, people 
are arrested and then “disappear”. The Judiciary and the Press are 
intimidated and opposition is suppressed. The country descends into a 
totalitarian state run by the paramilitary. Flags are flown to indicate 
allegiances, service is refused in local shops and employment contracts are 
torn up. Eilish and Larry have four children and the novel focuses on the 
family’s plight after Larry fails to return from a demonstration and their 
eldest son joins the rebels. Eilish struggles to keep what remains of her 
family and home together. Civil war breaks out and Eilish, partially in denial, 
fails to grasp opportunities to leave her country - to get out while she still 
can. Many of history’s war-torn scenarios are played out - arrest and 
detention without trial, state sanctioned torture and murder, street 
barricades and the building of walls, bombing and snipers - and ultimately 
traffickers who put families in boats exploiting their misery and desperation. 
We felt this was a very prescient but disturbing book - a heart-breaking read. 
 

Liz Pinfield 
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A Very Happy New Year to everyone 
from Artsreach in the Bride Valley! 
 

The Artsreach 2025 Autumn 
programme in the Bride Valley was very 
successful with good attendance figures 
and bar sales contributing to the 
financial well-being of both the 
Artsreach charity and our village halls. The 2026 Spring programme for the 
whole county has been finalised and can be found on the Artsreach website 
www.artsreach.co.uk. It will also be available from the Bridport Tourist 
Information Office. In the Bride Valley we have another good selection of 
theatrical and musical events coming up and this is the opportunity for you 
to put the dates in your diaries.  
 

Burton Bradstock 
 

Sunday 8th February, 3.00pm. VRï  
 

Specialising in unearthing tunes and melodies from Wales’s past, folk trio 
VRï combine fiddle and cello with powerful vocal harmonies to create toe-
tapping rhythms with elegant finesse. VRï has unearthed fragments of Welsh 
songs and melodies from over two hundred years ago, allowing them to shed 
new light on forgotten music. VRï blends them into a joyous celebration of 
Welsh identity and a contemporary rediscovery of lost traditions. 
 

Testament to the old Welsh meaning of their name, which translates as 
‘uplifting’, VRï combines the energy of a rowdy pub music session with the 
composure of a Viennese quartet.  
 

Saturday 14th March, 7.30pm. “The Duke” 
 

Funny and poignant, Shôn Dale-Jones combines original storytelling with an 
inventive spirit. “The Duke” weaves together the tragi-comic fate of a family 
heirloom - a porcelain figure of The Duke of Wellington - the quandary of a 
scriptwriter stretching his integrity and an unfolding disaster as thousands of 
children flee their homes. Blending fantasy and reality, this playful show 
gently challenges our priorities in a world full of crisis. “The Duke” received 
The Scotsman’s Fringe First Award when it premiered at the Edinburgh 
Fringe in 2016.  

Events in the Bride Valley and Nearby 
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Shipton Gorge 
 

Thursday 22nd January, 7.30pm. Sarah McQuaid  
 

Sarah McQuaid’s stunning and distinctive vocals combine with her engaging 
personality, subtle mastery onstage and brilliant musicianship on acoustic 
and electric guitars, piano and floor tomdrum to create a truly immersive 
experience. Born in Spain, raised in Chicago, and now settled in rural 
Cornwall, Sarah's performances are full of warmth, wit, and intimacy, and 
have earned her loyal followings on both sides of the Atlantic. Bringing the 
eclecticism of her multi-national background to her song-writing and choice 
of material, Sarah's work spans contemplative ballads, playful blues and 
atmospheric instrumentals, an eclectic programme of original and folk 
songs, plus a few familiar covers. 
 

Quote ‘Artsreach’ for 15% off pre-show meals at The New Inn, Shipton Gorge 
(01308 897302)  
 

Litton Cheney 
 

Thursday 19th February, 10.30am. “How to Catch a Book Witch”  
 

A half-term children’s show presented by the Coppice Theatre. Kira loves 
reading. Visiting the library for a new book is her favourite thing. One day the 
words in the books start to disappear and the adults start to get grumpy. 
Graham Grey says the library will be knocked down to make way for a car 
park! With her new friend, the book worm, Kira has to uncover why words are 
vanishing, and where these book monsters have come from!  
 

Could there be a Book Witch in the library? Exploring the importance of 
libraries, sharing stories and not judging people, this show features live 
music, puppetry and storytelling. Created with accessibility in mind, it also 
includes key word signing and integrated captions. 
 

Saturday 7th March, 7.30pm. “Wonder Women” 
 

Part recital and part storytelling, “Wonder Women” is a celebration of the 
remarkable stories and piano music of forgotten female composers of the 
18th and 19th centuries. Canadian pianist Sarah Hagen brings her unique 
blend of humour and musical excellence to the stage in this personal and 
intimate recital, exploring the lives and music of composers including Clara 
Schumann, Cécile Chaminade, and Agathe Backer Grøndahl, amongst 
others. Breaking down barriers with her engaging personality and hilarious 
sense of fun, Sarah warmly invites listeners into the incredible and distinct 
world of classical music. 
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Portesham 
 

Thursday 19th March. Swing from Paris 
 

This all-string quartet take inspiration from the music of the 1930s, 40s and 
50s. Their Parisian-flavoured jazz and gypsy swing has been delighting 
audiences for over 15 years: from major jazz festivals including the Django 
Reinhardt Festival, to the opening of the award-winning Gloucester Services! 
Performing on violin, guitars and double bass, they play a range of swing 
classics inspired by Gershwin, Edith Piaf, Django Reinhardt, Stéphane 
Grappelli and the master of tango, Astor Piazzolla, amongst others. Expect a 
variety of repertoire, with humour, storytelling and historical context, helping 
you to further appreciate the music. The quartet builds a great rapport with 
their audience, and are a lot of fun to watch! 
 

All tickets are now available via the Artsreach website. We look forward to 
seeing you at our events. 
 

David Witham – Burton Bradstock 01308 897403 
Mark Sexton – Shipton Gorge 01308 897649 
Patricia Scholfield – Litton Cheney 01308 482514 
Julie Mason – Portesham 01305 871117 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St  Swithun’s Church Bridport  
7.00pm Saturday 31 January 

Tickets £15 (under 18s free) from 
Bridport Music Centre 

or www.ticketsource.co.uk/wds  
  

www.westdorsetsingers.org 
Reg charity No. 1125032.  
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A Very Cornish Vet, Back Along 
By Quentin Blacke 
 

Our pet ewe, Tosh, so called because she was given to us as an orphan lamb 
in a Toshiba carton on a winter’s morning in 1972, was somewhat poorly. 
Financial constraints at the time precluded a vet’s visit, so I did what many 
Cornish folk did then which was to take her to see Mr D, the next best thing 
– he’d sort her out! 
 

Getting Tosh in to the back of the old Volvo estate, was no mean feat; big, 
woolly, smelly and reluctant were only part of the problem, (Tosh, not me), 
but we did it and toddled off to the remote, unmade, country lane where Mr 
D., MRCVS held court. As usual the queue of vehicles filled the lane, for this 
was a rather unique ‘drive-in’ vets, a one man surgery without any of the frills 
associated with a normal practice. No reception or waiting-room, no 
pharmacy, just an old shed and a rather ramshackle country cottage, which 
was strictly off limits to clients. 
 

By the time a car attained the front of the queue, Mr D. had not only 
interviewed the occupant, but also treated him to a few minutes of banter 
and the ‘joke of the day’, for the vet, a tall, stooped gentleman in his late 
sixties was also an inveterate entertainer (no pun intended). A bit like an old-
fashioned pub landlord with an endless supply of corny jokes. 
 

Before each pet was examined, Mr D. had also repeated the performance 
with several cars up the line. That is why a visit would literally take hours, 
many seasoned clients taking sandwiches and a flask of coffee to survive 
the ordeal. 
His patients were small animals, cats, dogs, rabbits, birds etc. who were 
examined insitu or taken in to the hut for a closer look.  
 

Inevitably, out would come a syringe and a packet of pills for ongoing 
treatment, all of which looked suspiciously similar, but seemed to do the 
trick. Those needing surgery or more serious treatment, were carted off in to 
the cottage from which they sometimes ‘escaped’ into the surrounding 
countryside. As a result, there were often Lost Cat or Dog posters pinned to 
neighbouring trees or anxious owners calling out the names of their missing 
pooches or moggies. 
 

His charges were quite random and ridiculously cheap, ‘Call it a fiver,’ he’d 
say for example, and that’s why people travelled from all over Cornwall to 
see him, including breeders with whole litters needing vaccinations or 
neutering. 
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On this day, I watched, getting nearer and nearer, until he reached my car 
window. ‘What’s wrong with your dog?’ he asked. ‘She thinks she’s a sheep,’ 
I replied, and, as if on cue, Tosh let out a mighty baa! 
‘I don’t do farm animals,’ he said, taken aback. 
‘Then the joke’s on ewe isn’t it!’ I laughed. 
 

 
Prince of Wales & Portesham Surgeries 
 

Thank you: A heartfelt thank you to everyone that supported Elf Day on 
Wednesday 3rd December in aid of the Alzheimer’s society. Between the 
online donations and cash contributions in both branches of the surgery we 
raised £208 for this wonderful charity. 
 

Contacting us: Telephone: You can call us on 01305 871468 during our 
opening hours to make an appointment, make an administrative request or 
to find out test results. You can also select the option to speak to the 
dispensary directly between 10.00am-12.00noon and 2.00pm-4.00pm. 
Don’t wait in the queue if you are busy, please use our call back service.  
 
SystmConnect: You can complete an online consultation form for a range of 
clinical and administrative enquiries via the online services section of our 
website. This request is usually seen by your own GP, within 2 working days.  
 
Email: You can email our Patient Services Team via 
pow.reception@dorsetgp.nhs.uk for routine enquiries.  
 
In person: Our Patient Services Team are available to support you face to 
face every weekday between 08.30-1.00pm and 2.00pm-6.00pm. 
 
 NHS App: To view your medical record, including all consultations, letters 
and test result or to order medications day or night 7 days a week.  
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St Mary’s 
 

Writing this well before Christmas makes it difficult to report on events - that 
the church looked splendid and the music was wonderful are beyond 
question. A big thank you to everyone who decorated the church, sang carols 
around the village, prepared the services, lit many candles, rang the bells, 
provided warming refreshments and floodlit the church for many nights over 
the holiday period.   
 

Come January the clearing up starts! Our annual Church cleaning morning 
will be on Monday 12th from 9.00am. Many hands make light work, so do 
please come along if only for a short time. Refreshments will be provided. 
 

May the New Year be peaceful for us all. 
 

 
Parish Council – Next Meeting 7.00pm Tuesday 13th January 
2026 – LATCH 
 

At this meeting we will decide the amount of the Parish Precept for 
2026/27. Inevitably decisions being made at national and local government 
level will affect funding for town and parish councils, i.e., us. The message 
being received indicates rural communities will suffer at the expense of 
metropolitan and urban regions. If we want something, that in the past has 
been provided by the state or unitary authority, it will need to come out of 
parish funds. 
 

The Parish Council wishes everyone in Litton Cheney and the Bride Valley a 
very Happy New Year. May 2026 be all that you wish it to be. 
 

Parish Plan – Looking to the Future 
 

In 2005, Litton Cheney produced a Parish Plan which set out the hopes and 
wishes of village residents as to how Litton Cheney might develop and grow 
over the coming years, much of which came to fruition. Now 20 years later 
we are updating the Parish Plan and during 2026 we will be seeking your 
thoughts and involvement via a steering group operating outside of the 

Litton Cheney  
Village Correspondent: John Firrell     
email: jfirrell20@gmail.com    01308 482313       
Village web-site: www.littoncheney.org.uk 
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Parish Council. Eventually it is envisaged a new Parish Plan will emerge 
looking to the future and what then needs to be put in place to achieve its 
objectives. 
 

The Parish Plan Steering Group will need to recruit village residents who 
have a genuine wish in converting the collective constructive thoughts of 
their fellow residents into eventual reality. Are you one of those people? A 
copy of the 2005 Parish Plan will be placed on the village website – 
littoncheney.org.uk – give it a read please; you will find it quite illuminating. 
If it inspires you to put your name forward with reference to your involvement 
with the new Parish Plan, then we would be delighted to hear from you. More 
to come on this in February’s BVN and village website. 
 

 
 
Village Cafés: The hall is available for hire free of charge on Saturday 
mornings for a Café to raise funds for any group. It’s a good social event for 
the community and always popular. 
Hall Bookings/viewings:  Wendy Firrell 01308 482532  wtlitton@gmail.com 
 
Bride Valley Films at Litton Cheney Village Hall  
 

After due consideration we have decided that this film based on Raynor 
Wynn’s bestseller would be a topical one to show, particularly because of its 
setting... 
 

What’s on at Litton and Thorner’s Community Hall (LATCH) in January 
 
REGULAR EVENTS 
Tuesdays 4.45 – 5.45 Short Mat Bowls (Ron Davidson 482661)  
Wednesdays 4.45 – 5.45 

7.00 
Table Tennis (Paul Kingston 482162) 
Yoga with Jane (Jane Hutchins 07882 527697) from 7th 

Thursdays 9.15 – 11.15 First Steps Toddlers (fortnightly, term time only) 
OTHER EVENTS 
Thursday 15th 6.45 BV W.I. Greek Dancing 
Saturday 17th 10.45 – 

12.45 
Dance Connection class (07795 431004) 

Sunday 18th 10.00 – 
13.00 

Yoga with Nadiya Wynn 

Sunday 25th 4.00 Community Church 
Coming up……   
Thursday 5th Feb  Film Night -The Salt Path 
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THURSDAY 5th FEBRUARY (2026)  THE SALT PATH ‘thought-provoking 
and emotional’ The Salt Path tells the emotional and life-affirming story of a 
couple whose connection with the natural world helps them overcome 
challenges and ultimately reconnect with one another. Capturing the 
beautiful scenery of parts of the South West Coast Path. Starring Gillian 
Anderson and Jason Isaacs. 
2hrs.  Cert.12 
 
Doors Open: 7.00 p.m. Films start 7.30pm, TICKETS: £6.00 (to include a 
glass of wine) Tickets in advance from: Sally Dyke 482752, Elizabeth 
Kingston 482162, Bella Spurrier 482367 or on the door. (All nos. 01308) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plough Sunday 
 

On Sunday 11th January at 3.00pm we will be celebrating Plough Sunday. It 
will be held in the Grain Store at The Manor Farm in Puncknowle. There will 
be signposts to it in the village. This is an old tradition of blessing the plough 
at the start of the year. It will be a time for us to start the new year afresh 
after Christmas. All are welcome whether or not you plough the fields. Warm 
clothing is advised. 
 

Candlemas: On Thursday 5th February at 7.00pm we will be holding a 
service for Candlemas in Puncknowle Church. This is a quiet candlelit service 
of meditation and music to celebrate ‘Christ’ – the light of the world. 
Everyone is welcome and there will be refreshments afterwards at the Crown 
Inn. 
 

 

Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington 
Village Correspondents:   
Elizabeth Slater (Puncknowle) 
Puncknowle. mail: liz@ruddle.org.uk    01308 897751 
 

Jill Neill (Swyre & West Bexington)  
email: Jill.neill@live.co.uk     01308 897479 
 

Village websites:   www.https://puncknowle-swyre-pc.gov.uk  
                               www.swyre.org.uk      www.westbexington.org.uk   
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson

Return to Index

Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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Yellow-legged Asian Hornet’s nest found in Swyre 
  

On 17th November 2025 this Yellow-
legged Asian Hornet’s (YLAH) 
secondary nest was found in Swyre 
and destroyed by the National Bee 
Unit. The YLAH is an invasive predator 
that poses a threat to both honeybees 
and other pollinators and thus, to the 
local ecology. YLAH queens will be 
hibernating now so your local bee 
group, the West Dorset Beekeepers’ 
Association (WDBKA) will be running a 

trapping and awareness raising campaign from 
February 2026 when the queens start to 
emerge. We will be encouraging as many local 
people as possible to set specially designed 
traps in gardens and fields throughout the 
parish. The more queens that are killed, the 
fewer nests we will have to deal with. Locating 
and destroying YLAH nests is both time 
consuming and requires specialist equipment 
and clothing. There will be more information 
about obtaining and setting traps in the February 
BVN and on local Facebook groups. In the 
meantime, the WDBKA website 

 
 

Puncknowle Swyre & West Bexington Lunch Club 
Incorporates Chilcombe, Long Bredy and Little Bredy 

 

Puncknowle Village Hall 12.30pm for 1.00pm, Lunches cost £6 
 

20th January: Chicken Casserole, Dessert to follow 
 

Future dates 2026: 
 

17th February: Fish Pie, Dessert to follow 
 

17th March: Vegetable Lasagne with Salad & Garlic Bread, Dessert to follow 
 

All meals include fruit juice to start and cheese and biscuits with tea or coffee. Vegetarian option can be 
provided. 

 

Enquiries – please contact David Buckland 01308 898492 for more details 
 
 
 

Puncknowle Swyre & West Bexington Lunch Club 
Incorporates Chilcombe, Long Bredy and Little Bredy 

 

Puncknowle Village Hall 12.30pm for 1.00pm, Lunches cost £6 
 

20th January: Chicken Casserole, Dessert to follow 
 

Future dates 2026: 
 

17th February: Fish Pie, Dessert to follow 
 

17th March: Vegetable Lasagne with Salad & Garlic Bread, Dessert to follow 
 

All meals include fruit juice to start and cheese and biscuits with tea or coffee. Vegetarian option can be 
provided. 

 

Enquiries – please contact David Buckland 01308 898492 for more details 
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www.westdorsetbees.org.uk and our Facebook group has up to date 
information. 
If you are interested in becoming a beekeeper, our new course for beginners 
runs from 24th February to 31st March 2026 and is held in Bridport. For 
more information and to sign up, please contact 
secwestdorsetbees@gmail.com or call 01308 456210. Tackling YLAH is one 
of the topics covered. 
 
Puncknowle, Swyre and West Bexington village hall 100 club 
 

November winners:    1st  Jeff Litchfield    
 2nd  Claire Hart 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Long Bredy 100 Club Results 
 

£30  no.84     C Randall 
£15  no.20     E Bailey 
£5  no.121     L Hemsley & S Evans 

 

Drawn on the 24/11/2025, at the Village Hall, after the Parish Council 
meeting. 
Don’t forget if you wish to take part in the 100 club during 2026 return your 
application form to Ruth Cullingford by the 12th January 2026.  £12 gives 
you one number in each months draw for the year. If you already pay by 
standing order you don’t need to do anything unless you wish to make any 
changes. 
New members are very welcome, just contact Ruth for an application form, 
ruth.cullingfort@btinternet.com or call 01308 482562  
 

 
 
 

Long Bredy 
Village Correspondent: Helen Horsley 
Email: bvn@longbredy.org.uk       01308 482585 
Village website: http://wwwlongbredy.com 
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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Village News and Updates 
 

It is with sadness we let you know of the passing of Brian Lee in November. 
Brian lived with his wife Carol, at Whatcombe Cottage. He passed peacefully 
away in hospital with Carol and daughter Briony, by his side. 
 

Tribute to Juniper Greener  
 

In November 1978 John and Juniper Greener moved into Langebride House, 
Long Bredy. This move started Juniper’s long term love affair with the house, 
garden, village and the Bride Valley. Juniper was also active within all the 
churches within the valley. She was also a founding member of the Healing 
Centre held at the Friends Meeting House, stalwart of the Dorset Health 
Trust and the patient energy behind the Dorset Children Centre and Joseph 
Weld Hospice (now known as Weldmar).  John died in 1994 just months 
after the hospice opened; he was one of the 3 founders and chairman. 
 

The garden at Langbride was always one of Juniper’s loves, opening it to the 
public especially in early spring when the garden sung of anemones, croci 
and many other early spring jewels.  In 2021 Juniper said farewell to her 
beloved home, clutching no3 King Charles, she moved to the far side of 
Broadoak, loving the fact that the farm was called Buckett's - she considered 
herself the new Hyacinth! Juniper's amazing beauty, strength and wicked 
humour was there till the final moments. Juniper was a beloved Mother and 
Grandmother and would like to be remembered with a random act of 
kindness. 
 

See St Peter’s church news for details of the thanksgiving service in memory 
of Juniper.  
 

From the Parish Council 
 

Fireworks - Thank You 
 

On behalf of a resident, we’ve been asked to pass on a massive Thank You 
to everyone who let the community Facebook page and/or the network know 
about their fireworks during November. Your updates made it possible for at 
one resident to make sure their dog was with them and not left alone during 
the displays. I’m sure many other pets and people benefited too, but it also 
helped those who enjoy fireworks to make the most of the shows. Thank you 
again for looking out for one another. 
 

Come Along Inn 
 

Thank you to all who attended last November’s opening. It was certainly very 
cold outside but a warm atmosphere inside the hall was created by your 
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presence. During the evening the six charities that would benefit from any 
surplus made through the year were announced with each receive a 
donation of £500:  
1) Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance who offer a rapid response 
emergency service to people of the two counties. Whilst we all hope we shall 
never require their services living in a rural situation, often isolated, it could 
be the difference between a satisfactory outcome or not. 
2) ReadEasy. With 2.4 million adults in England unable or barely able to 
read, ReadEasy’s vision is for all adults in the UK to have the literacy skills to 
fulfil their potential and live life to the full.  Whilst they are a national 
organisation the donation will go to the local branch at Bridport. 
3) National Coastwatch are manned solely by volunteers, they support the 
Coastguard, RNLI and land-based emergency services by reporting and 
monitoring incidents at sea and shore. They will also give safety advice to 
anyone interested, 
Our donation will go to the local station at Burton Bradstock and Charmouth. 
4) Bride Valley Car Service, this is a service for people living in the Bride 
Valley who are unable to drive to their medical appointments. 
5) Dementia Friendly Exercise Class, this is a class that runs at the Bridport 
Leisure centre providing contact and exercise for people with dementia. It is 
run by Ruth Cullingford and two other ladies who have to raise funds to pay 
for the tutor and facility hire. 
6) TwoLittleBirds, is a charity set up by the parents of two teenagers who 
took their own lives. The aim is to raise money to support children with 
mental health issues and avoid a similar outcome. 
Making these donations will bring our total donations since the beginning of 
the Come Along Inn to just over £14,000. 
 

Thanks to all of you who have attended, your support makes it all 
worthwhile and a special thanks to all the hard-working volunteers for 
making it happen. 
 
 

St Peter’s Church 
 

Thank you to the village for all the help and support given to St Peter’s 
Church during the last year. It’s very much appreciated. 
 

As reported previously the lime tree to the left of the gate into the 
churchyard has unfortunately died. For safety reasons it will be removed at 
the end of January. 
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Future Events 
 

Coffee Break 
 

This month’s coffee break will take place on Saturday 10th January 
10:30am–12:00noon.  Come and meet friends and locals over a hot drink 
and some delicious cake. 
 

Come Along Inn 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to the next Come Along Inn on Friday 16th 
January, 5.30pm – 9.00pm. There will be a warm welcome and it is a good 
way to help banish the January blues.  
 

St Peter’s Church 
 

4th January, 11.00am, Holy Communion. 
This will be a thanksgiving service in memory of Juniper Greener, who lived 
for many years in the village. Juniper’s Ashes will be buried with her husband 
John in the Churchyard at 10.30am - everyone is welcome to attend this and 
the service after. Weather permitting the field behind the Church will be 
open for parking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tots' Time 
 

We’ve had a great first half of the year and are looking forward to the new year 
and what the spring will bring. We’ve had arts and crafts, playdoh and singing so 
far with more to come. Thank you to everyone who has helped the play group 
carry on, with out you it wouldn’t be able to go ahead. The first Tots takes place 
on 9th January 2.00-3.15pm. Look forward to seeing everyone then.  
 

Knitting for Ukraine 
 

I was amazed and delighted to see the response to my request for knitted 
strips for blankets for the maternity hospital in Kyiv. I have already 
dispatched the first six and I know many more are in the 'pipe-line'. 
 

Thank you very much, Heather Rogers (01398 897780) 
 

Burton Bradstock    
Village Correspondent: Pat Gra3on 
Email: patgra3on43@gmail.com        01308 898264 
Village website: http://www.burtonbradstockvillage.org 
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Burton Bradstock Village Hall 
 

Village Hall Bookings 
 

Should you wish to use the Hall at any time, the booking officer can be 
contacted via email at bbvht.bookings@gmail.com or by phone on 
01308897648. 
 

Coffee Mornings 
 

The popular monthly coffee mornings where you can get a sensibly priced 
coffee/tea and cake plus a chat with friends will be held on the dates below. 
They run from 10.00am to 12.00noon and all are welcome. 
 

Wed 14th January Village Hall Trust (Bacon Rolls) 
Wed 11th February Village Society 

 

Burton Bradstock Films 
 

Friday January 30th - The Salt Path 
 

Based on Raynor Winn's bestseller 'THE SALT PATH' tells the story of 
husband and wife, Raynor and Moth Winn's 630-mile trek along the Cornish, 
Devon and Dorset coastline. After being forcibly removed from their home, 
they make the desperate decision to walk in the hope that, in nature, they 
will find solace and a sense of acceptance. Tickets are £6 each and include 
a glass of wine or a soft drink and can be bought beforehand from Burton 
Bradstock Post Office or on the door if available. Doors open at 7.00pm and 
the film starts at 7.30pm. 
 

Thanks 
 

The Hall Trust would like to thank all who have supported and helped to run 
the many Christmas activities that took place in December, several of which 
contributed to Hall funds. The Hall is looking as good as it ever has thanks to 
everyone’s support. 
 

Burton Bradstock Village Hall “200 Club” December 2025 Draw 
 

Congratulations to the winners: 
1st £66.00 No 25: Mrs Chris Green 
2nd £33.00 No 89: Mrs Hilary Page 
3rd £16.50 No 18: Mrs Anne Southgate 

 

Anyone wanting to become a member in time for the January 2026 draw 
should telephone Keith Britton on 01308 898008 and let him have £12 – 
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one pound for each monthly draw in the year. There are double prizes in the 
December draw. 
 

WDDC Licence no: SL0080 
 

Burton Bradstock Bridge Club 
 

We are a very friendly group who meet every Tuesday afternoon from 
1.45pm until 4.30pm to play duplicate bridge. If you have played bridge 
before but feel you are a bit rusty this would be ideal! We could find you a 
partner if necessary and you would be assured of an enjoyable afternoon 
with a break for tea and biscuits. Please come and make some new friends.  
 

For more information please contact Kathy on 01308 485626. 
 

Burton Coffee Mates 
 

Burton Coffee Mates meet in the church on the second Thursday of the 
month from 10.30-12pm. Although everyone from the village is welcome, 
this is particularly suitable for older people and facilities are provided for 
wheelchair users. Do come and join us. 
 
 

The Friends of Burton Bradstock Library 
 

Happy New Year to one and all! Many thanks to all who bought Christmas 
cards in support of the Friends. The Trustees will be starting the process to 
replace our windows in the near future so all extra income is most welcome. 
 

Assuming that there might be some chilly days this month, why not pop into 
the Library to borrow books and jigsaws to keep you occupied. Our stock 
continues to change and be refreshed and you can order books online to be 
collected in Burton. 
 

If you want help from a Digital Champion, please leave your details at the 
desk and we will arrange dates and times. 
 

Opening hours are: 
Monday 2.00-4.00pm,  
Wednesday 10.00am-12noon 
Thursday & Saturday 2.00-4.00pm 

 

burtonbradstocklibrary@gmail.com 
www.burtonbradstockvillage.org/library 
01308 897563 
 

Sue Brown, Chairman 
 



 
 
 

27 

Supper Club 
 

Happy New Year to you all! This month’s supper club will be held on Monday 
12th January. Look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Any enquiries please phone Mags Chue on 07790811905. 
 
Burton Bradstock WI 
 

Happy New Year to all. 
 

The WI has had a heap of festive activities, which got us all into the spirit of 
Christmas. Thank you to all who bought at the Christmas Fayre or attended 
our coffee morning, lunch, party or Carol Service. Thank you to everyone who 
sent donations for the Bridport Foodbank. 
 

As we enjoy a quieter January, our speaker will be the vet Martin Fielding, 
back by popular demand! I'm sure he will have lots of tails to tell us and it 
will give us all paws for thought! Our meeting is at 2.00pm for a 2.15pm 
start on Tuesday 13th January 2026. 
 

From 8th January, through till Easter, the Burton Bradstock Busy Bees (4Bs) 
is open to any women who would like to pop in, you don't have to be a 
member of the WI. We offer a chance to chat, tea/coffee & a biscuit and the 
opportunity to either bring you own craft or join our Spring Knitting Project. 
We are making blanket strips for the children's wards at a hospital in Kiev, 
Ukraine.  
 
We have lots of double knitting wool & needles (old size 8/new size 4mm). 
It's just 30 stitches all done in plain knit. Many of the ladies are super 
knitters & always happy to help anyone who would like to learn to knit but 
doesn't think they know how. We usually meet on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of 
the month from 1.30pm – 4.30pm in the village hall. If you can't face 
another repeat of Escape to the Sun, come & join us! Feel free to pop in for a 
while or come for the whole afternoon. Here's to a wonderful year with the 
WI.  
 

Carol Higho 
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News From Burton Bradstock Players 
 

What a lovely atmosphere we had at the 
Radio Plays Evening in the hall back in 
November. Four very different plays were 
performed with the evening starting off with 
a melody of songs relating to the plays 
performed throughout the evening.  
 
A big thank you to Burton Bradstock Male Voice Choir for their splendid 
singing and flute playing, also a big thank you to The Three Horseshoes for 
the delicious sausage rolls and to Will Orza for providing the bar, to all the 
front of house team who looked after us so well and Nick Good for the 
lighting and sound effects. A big thank you to all the cast and to everyone 
who came along and supported us so well in our efforts to try something a 
little different. 
 
So… Whats Next for the Burton Bradstock Players….  
 
                                 PANTO 26 
 
Cinderella at Burton Bradstock Village Hall 
 
By Kind Permission Of Alan Frayn Stage Right Creative Ltd 
 
Thursday 19th February – 7.30pm.   Friday 20th February – 7.30pm 
Saturday 21st February – 2.30pm.   Saturday 21st February – 7.30pm 
 
Bar –  Evening Performances Only and Cash Only 

Ice Cream, Raffle 
 
Adults £10 Under 16’s £5 
Tickets On Sale from 5th January 2026 from Burton Bradstock Post Office or 
Bridport Tourist Information Centre On 01308 424901 or online 
www.Bridportandwestbay.Co.Uk/Tickets 
 
For More Information,  
Please contact Carole Houghton on 01308 898521 or 07764523182 
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Vacancy: Honorary Secretary, Burton Bradstock Village Society  
 

Over some considerable time, the Society has been advertising the post of 
Honorary Secretary to the Society, but sadly without success. The 
Constitution states that this is one of the minimum of three essential posts 
to constitute the Committee. 
 

The Burton Bradstock Village Society was formed in May 1973 and is open 
to all Parish residents. "The aim of the Society shall be to protect and further 
the interests of the residents and the amenities of the Parish of Burton 
Bradstock (in conjunction with other organisations as appropriate)." 
 

Village Society activities include: 
¥ Monthly talks on a wide range of topics for the benefit and 

enjoyment of parishioners. These talks are held in the Village Hall 
from September to May each year. 

¥ A major event is the Annual Flower and Produce Show held in July. 
Entry to the competition is open to all Parish residents, and viewing 
the show is open to all. 

¥ Annual Outing to a place of interest. 
¥ Representing the view of Parishioners on local issues of importance. 
¥ The Village Society has a financial interest in the Post Office having 

made a substantial loan towards its purchase. As such, we have 
responsibility for some aspects of this vital asset to the Village. Most 
recently paying our share for the new front window. 

¥ Any profit made by the Society is invested back into the Village, for 
example, a significant donation was made in recent years towards 
the refurbishment of the Children's Playground. 

 

The Honorary Secretary is a voluntary and pivotal role within our community 
and one which I cannot recommend more highly.  The role puts the Secretary 
at the centre of village activities with the opportunity to make a difference 
within our community. It has given me a great deal of pleasure and I’ve 
made many friends. However, after over ten years, I feel it is time for me to 
handover the responsibilities to someone new. 
 

Being Secretary is not gender specific! When I took on the role, I had no 
secretarial skills, having had the privilege of administrative assistants to rely 
upon whilst at work. I type one-fingered and I am mildly dyslexic but once I 
changed from paper to digital and we had 95% of members on email, that 
part of the job became much more straight forward. The position will become 
vacant at the Village Society’s AGM in May 2026. Whomever comes forward 
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and is elected at the AGM will have a comprehensive handover and my 
support for as long they need.  
 

If you are interested and would like to find out more, please either email 
bbvillagesociety@gmail.com or telephone me, Roger Ashman, on 07971 
649020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil Hallett 
 

 
In December a real link with the past life of Littlebredy ended with the 
retirement of Phil Hallett. Phil has been working for the Williams family in the 
village for 52 years. He was apprenticed as a carpenter at Ricardos in 
Dorchester, and arrived here in 1973 to take on the mantle of general estate 
management from Reg Ring. His duties included not only general repairs to 
the farm buildings and houses, but also maintaining the Victorian water 
supply and the sewage system. His carpentry skills encompassed everything 
from making window frames for odd-shaped cottage windows to re-timbering 
the Bridehead Stable block, and working a team to erect new barns at 
Longlands and Whitehill; there is scarcely a house or building at the top end 
of the valley that hasn’t benefited from his craftsmanship.  
 

Phil and his first wife Annette raised their family at 1, Yew Tree Cottages, and 
they entered fully into the social life of the village, including the skittles week 
at Bridehead, and seasonal work picking asparagus. In his spare time Phil 
was involved in the activities of the Dorset Youth Association, taking groups 
to Dartmoor.  Phil is now remarried, and he and Julie now live very happily in 
Dorchester.  
 

When asked what he had most enjoyed about living and working in the 
valley, Phil replied that the peace and tranquillity, coupled with the 
friendliness of the community, and the wide variety of work has kept life 
constantly interesting. What he won’t miss quite so much is many tins of the 
Buckingham Green paint that he has applied to village doorposts and 
window frames for generations! His last job was to help us by replacing 
rotten joists and floorboards in the church, a complex piece of carpentry 
accomplished with skill and generosity. Thanks Phil! 
 

Littlebredy    
Village Correspondent: Tim Laycock 
Email: t.laycock70@gmail.com        01308 482443 
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com 
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands

Return to Index

BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.

Return to Index

 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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To find out all that’s going on in the village visit the village diary at  
https://shiptongorgediary.co.uk/ 
 

St Martin’s Church  
 

Floodlights are shining in January for: 
 

Lesley & Graham in memory of Lesley’s mum. 
Terry Hunt for his birthday on 24th and Ann Hunt for her birthday on 
27th 
Anne Crowe in memory of her parents. 
Jo Warren thinking of Gary on his birthday.  
Lesley & Graham wishing Doreen a Happy Birthday on 3rd. 
Mary Boughton for her own birthday and also daughter Jo and Doreen 
Rogers’ birthdays and for Arthur Boughton and Pamela Bates, both 
greatly missed. 
For all our hard-working farmers 

 

A big thank you to everyone for their generous sponsorship.  
 

If you would like to light up the church, please contact Phyl Webster on 
01308 898657 or push a note through Cuckoo Cottage post-box, on Chapel 
Street. This can be for any occasion and will be published in the Bride Valley 
News and on the church notice boards.  A suggested donation of £5, is 
greatly appreciated and helps to maintain our beautiful church building. 
   

Wishing Everyone a Very Happy New Year 
 

Village Hall 
 

December 100 Club Draw results 
 

1st No.80 £100 Sally Parker 
2nd No.24 £25 Cathryn Johnson 
3rd No.34 £20 Hilary Cunningham 
4th No.134 £15 Howard Marshall 
5th No.38 £10 Janice Symes 

 

Congratulations to all winners. 

Shipton Gorge  
Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett 
Email: richardhewlett419@gmail.com   01308 787278    
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk   
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‘Access for All’ building project 
 

Hall Trustees now have a provisional date when building work might 
commence – Monday 5th January. By the time you read this it might have 
been made definite! Up to date details will be posted on the village 
noticeboards. The hall will be available to hire and use while the building 
work is undertaken. The builder will be occupying the area at the front of the 
hall so a temporary access (and exit) will be created using the door at the 
rear. Full details will be provided to everyone wishing to use the hall. Please 
note that in order to comply with fire regulations the number of people in the 
hall will have to, temporarily, be limited to 60.  
 

Graham Garner 
 

 
Shipton Gorge Heritage 
 

Hope you all have had a good Christmas – and we 
wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
Heritage Gin Club – The winner in the December 
draw was David Newell – congratulations and 
trust it helped with your Christmas festivities. 
 
Saunders Richardson Wood 
 
A group of members planted up some 
trees and saplings as part of National Tree 
Planting week.  If you look carefully along 
Smacombe Lane, you will see some of the 
new Hawthorn in the hedge line – which 
we have marked up with some white tape 
so that we can monitor their progress.  
Some further trees including Oak were 
planted within the wood. We are aware of 
a number of gaps in the hedge along the 
lane and will need to add some more 
whips over the winter. The wood will be 
open on Wednesday 21st January – 11.00am to midday.   
 
This is a member only event but we can sign you up on the day and there is 
no fee to join.  
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Shipton Gorge Orchard 
 

Unfortunately, it was far too wet on the day, and the sowing of wildflower 
seed in November had to be cancelled. Too late in season to do this now, 
therefore we will rearrange in early spring. We have asked our local expert, 
David Squirrell, to hold a fruit tree pruning workshop in the Orchard on 
Monday 12th January at 11.00am – if weather lets us down, then we will try 
again the following Monday at the same time. The trees had a tough season 
this year with the heat and drought - and will probably need quite a bit of 
care and attention. All Shipton Gorge residents are welcome, just come 
prepared with gloves and your by-pass secateurs cleaned and sharpened.  
The top border has become a little overgrown and will need some of the 
more invasive plants removed and other, more pollinator friendly plants put 
in. If anyone would like to volunteer to oversee this, please let us know – we 
just need some thoughts and ideas, we can provide the manpower. 
 

If you are interested in supporting the charity in any way, please contact 
Anne Crowe on 07393 214635 or email annecrowe2016@hotmail.com. 
Details as usual on our website: 
http://www.shiptongorge.org.uk/Shipton_Gorge_Heritage__16417.aspx 
and in the Shipton Gorge Diary https://www.shiptongorgediary.co.uk 
 
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues 
his tongue-in-cheek letters from 
Uncle Eustace 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least 
 

My dear Darren, 
 

I do hope you have now settled down in your first parish – although it 
is such a pity that you did not choose a more distinguished one. I 
know you feel your vocation lies in inner city work – whereas mine, 
fortunately, has always been to the better sort of rural village. I 
have always felt that the Almighty understands me well in that 
regard. 
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We had a little flurry of activity in church on Sunday. At the signal 
“let us pray”, as the congregation dutifully flopped to their knees, 
sounding like a flock of geese settling in for the night, Major 
Hastings lost his glass eye. Yes, again!  That man is so careless at 
times. Anyway, released from captivity, the eye rolled under the 
pews like a fugitive marble, ricocheting from hassock to handbag 
over the stone flags. 
 

My sonorous entreaties to the Almighty were completely lost as the 
entire congregation scuttled under pews, trying to retrieve it. It 
finally appeared on the collection plate – along with £4.17, 100 
pesetas and Miss Simpson’s front door key. I was unsure whether the 
last item represented a fit of absent-mindedness or an improper 
suggestion. I returned it to her very firmly at the end of the 
Service. 
 

The eye stared at me mournfully as I blessed it, along with the 
money. But it left a small social dilemma. What is the etiquette of 
returning a lost glass eye to its owner? 
 

To have processed down the aisle with it, accompanied by crucifer 
and verger seemed a little too public. To sneak it to him as we shook 
hands at the door seemed a little too furtive. I finally decided to 
send a server to deliver it during the last hymn. I still wonder if it 
was the right decision. Perhaps you could look through that new 
Common Worship book and see if they have included an appropriate 
rite for returning lost glass eyes.  We here at St James-the-Least-
of-All haven’t yet got round to Common Worship. The days are evil 
enough as it is. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 
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Ehiphany, 6th January – Where did the Wise Men come from? 
 

On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany – the visit of the Wise Men to the 
baby Jesus. But who were these Wise Men? No one knows for sure. Matthew 
calls them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly 
kind from Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that they were called kings 
– by a church father, Tertullian. 
 

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three – to correspond 
with the gifts given. Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold 
as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and 
sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing – and even embalming. Certainly, 
Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which the world handled all three 
of these things. Since the 8th century, the Magi have had the names 
Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. 
 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi had originally been a 
religious caste among the Persians. Their devotion to astrology, divination 
and the interpretation of dreams led to an extension in the meaning of the 
word, and by the first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have been 
astrologers from outside of Persia. Some scholars believe they might have 
come from what was then Arabia Felix, or as we would say today, southern 
Arabia. It is true that in the first century astrology was practised there, and it 
was the region where the Queen of Sheba had lived. She of course had 
visited Solomon and would have heard the prophecies about how one day a 
Messiah would be born to the Israelites and become their king. 
Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked Herod: ‘Where is 
the One who has been born king of the Jews? We saw His star in the east 
and have come to worship Him.’  
 

So, it is possible that in southern Arabia the Queen of Sheba’s story of how a 
Messiah would one day be sent to the Israelites had survived. Certainly, 
there are a number of other early legends that connect southern Arabia with 
Solomon’s Israel. To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories 
of a Messiah, linked to later astrological study, prompted these alert and 
god-fearing men to the realisation that something very stupendous was 
happening in Israel.  
 

They realised that after all these centuries, the King of the Jews, the 
Messiah, was about to be born. One more interesting thing that gives weight 
to the theory that the Magi came from southern Arabia is this: if you study 
any map of Palestine as it was during biblical times, you will find that the old 
Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’. 
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* EXTERIOR CLEANING 
* REACH AND WASH” WINDOWN CLEANING 
* AIR MOSS REMOVAL 
* GUTTER CLEANING & CLEARING 
* SOFFITS & FACSCIAS CLEANING 
* PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE – PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS ETC 

Fully insured and based in the Bride Valley 

 

Call or text Sean on:  

07787 597871 
 

       Bride Valley Cleaning 

 

Osteopathy for Babies, Children and Adults 
Cranio-sacral, structural and 
Perrin Technique (for ME/CFS)

Litton Cheney, Dorset       01308 482703
Or book on line at Percivalosteopaths.co.uk
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Little Fones
Landscapes Est. 1996

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Traditional, Abstract, Continental, Cost Efficient & Low Maintenance.
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION: Groundwork, Driveways, Walling, Decking & Fencing 
to Paths, Patios, Ponds & Pergolas, Border Creation & Planting.

GARDEN RESTORATION: Historic Manors & Cottage Gardens Recycled & Regenerated

GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE: All forms of Garden Works Undertaken, 
Lawn Care, Border Maintenance, Professional Pruning.

ARBORICULTURE & CONSERVATION: Woodland & Wildlife Habitat Management, 
all forms of Tree Surgery & Planting, Hedge Laying, Seeding & Spraying. 

EFFICIENT COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS AND PERSONAL GARDENERS

01308 455755 
info@littlefones.co.uk 
www.littlefones.co.uk

Keep This Number Handy
You May Need it to Contact...

YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN

Call Olly on 01308 293125 
serving Bridport and the surrounding area
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matt atkinson tree surgery

all tree & hedge work undertaken

                *affordable
                *reliable
               *Fully insured
              *nPtC Qualified

matt atkinson tree surgery
ork undertaken

Friendly
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               *Fully insured
              *nPtC Qualified
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HAND CRAFTED SINCE 1982   |   WE MAKE, SUPPLY AND FIT FENCES & GATES

OUR COUNTRY STORE IS ALL YOU NEED FOR: 

• FENCING
• HANDCRAFTED GATES

• SHEDS & STORES
• ANIMAL HOUSING

Paverlands Farm, Salway Ash, Bridport, Dorset DT6 5HT

Telephone 01308 421 545   •   www.johnbrightfencing.com

BRIGHTEN UP 
YOUR DAY

Jim Allen
Roofing and Building Contractor

No job too big or too small

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045
E-mail: alljm996@aol.comWeb: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk

• New Builds
• Brickwork, Stonework, 

Blockwork & Rendering
• Carpentry & Property Maintenance
• Roofing/ Re-roofs & Repairs
• Guttering & UPVC

Selling a car? Can’t face the...

HASSLE?
Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run,
local business. We buy cars, bikes, campers  

& vans for cash – at a time to suit you.
Trading in elsewhere? We can usually  

offer more. And we will happily come to you.

www.halcyonmotors.co.uk 
has “warts and all” photos and descriptions of 

our current stock. Warranties and P/X available.

Call Don MacLeod on:
01258 839209   07782 189555

(8am – 9pm)

LOGS
Seasoned Hardwood

Barn Stored, Dry Logs
available all year

By the load or Dumpy Bag
Kindling also available

contact Rob Holt
01460 929827 / m 07817 622224

STEVE ELLIOTT
BUILDING CONTRACTOR and

STONEWORK SPECIALIST

Telephone: 07710 100880

 Stone & Brickwork
 Patios   Extensions 
 Plastering  

For all your general building requirements

Over 30 years qualified experience
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Carpets Select
The Home Selection Specialists

“The carpet store that comes to your door”
Choose in comfort at home

Free home select service for:  Carpets - Vinyl’s
Wood Flooring - Laminates

Brought to you at very competitive prices
Call Steve, John or Lea

01305 753998
Or visit our showroom at:

Unit 1, Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, DT1 1ST
carpetselect.co.uk / Email: info@carpetselect.co.uk
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markpile69@gmail.com

 
 
 

Lawn Mowing
Hedge Trimming

Weeding
General Garden Maintenence

Pressure Washing
And other odd jobs

07900112060

A friendly and trusted local garden maintenance  and handyman
professional, here to carry out a range of services, such as:

Contact Mark on
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CG Fry & Son’s highly experienced Contracting 
Department offer a bespoke service covering all aspects  

of construction and restoration for both private  
and commercial clients.

Projects range from extensions and alterations to complete 
new buildings plus bespoke joinery, repairs and decorating.

For enquiries contact Mike Pinney  
on 01308 482000 or email info@cgfry.co.uk

Visit cgfry.co.uk for further information

CLIENT REGION ALF Code WK AD PUBLICATION NAME C/M SIZE (HxW) IN DATE NAME VIZ REDESIGN ART

CGFry ALL CGHO17019 07 02 Beaminster Festival 2017 Press C 111x82 14/02 PS 0 0 2
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STATE REGISTERED

MOBILE CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST

Craig Lynham BSc, M.Ch.S, S.R.Ch

For experienced footcare 
call Craig on

01308 868108
or

07867 643425

PETER AYLOTT

Tel. (01308) 897118

Mobile: 07971 096647

(24 hour answerphone)

Property Maintenance, Renovations

 and General Building Repairs

Interior & Exterior Painting

uPVC Replacement Windows and Doors

Roof Insulating

Van and Driver Available for Deliveries

and Removals

Jet Washing – Patios, Paths & Fencing

No Job Too Small          Free Estimates

ARTHUR GOODLAND

DRIVING TUITION

In the DT6, DT7, DT8, TA18 Post Codes

Tel: 01308 862972 or Text 07977 261988

www.arthurgoodland.co.uk

Quality Lessons at Affordable Prices

CLIVE

THE 

CHIMNEY SWEEP

FULLY INSURED

CLEAN, FRIENDLY

SERVICE

TEL: 01308 897618

MOBILE: 07816449702

Offers:

Friendly, Patient, Reliable Tuition

Advanced Driving Courses

Refresher Courses

KiTloX & Sons

CARPENTRY SERVICES

Telephone John Loxton: 01308 897158   Mobile: 07799 610247

KITCHEN FITTING, FITTED WARDROBES, 

LAMINATE FLOORING & GENERAL CARPENTRY

ALL WORK GUARANTEED  -  NO VAT

Help in your home

Home help/Cleaner available for 

immediate start with regular 

hours to suit in the Bridport and 

surrounding area.

Friendly, honest, reliable service

with established local company

Tel: 07929 091504 

or 01308 423563 Please contact Simon Wakely, or a member of our  
dedicated team for any advice or guidance.

A J Wakely& Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors  

- 24 Hour Service -
Private Chapels of Rest

www.ajwakely.com

Bridport  Tel: 01308 423726
Beaminster  Tel: 01308 862358
Lyme Regis  Tel: 01297 443835

A J Wakely &  Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors

- 24 Hour Service - 
Private Chapels of Rest

www.ajwakely.com

Bridport  Tel: 01308 423726 
Beaminster  Tel: 01308 862358 
Lyme Regis  Tel: 01297 443835

Please contact Simon Wakely, or a member of our  
dedicated team for any advice or guidance.
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Upholstery by Gillian
freshen up your favourite furniture

m: 07817 239 783 t: 01308 456002
upholsterybygillian@gmail.com

Dream cottages are Dorset’s leading cottage agency, with a team of local experts who absolutely 
adore Dorset and a portfolio of over 300 personally selected properties. 

if you are thinking of holiday letting your property call Dream cottages, with over 25 years’ 
experience we offer a personalised and tailored service to meet every need. We can discuss suitable 
properties in specified price ranges, help with the look, feel, furnish and finish of a property, as well 

as offering a booking agent, cleaning, housekeeping and property management service.

 if you’re interested in holiday letting your property, we’d love to hear from you. 
call us now on 01305 789000, or email us on admin@dreamcottages.co.uk. 

Upholstery by Gillian
freshen up your favourite furniture 

m: 07817 239 783 t:  01308 456002 
upholsterybygillian@gmail.com
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Oil AGA Servicing and breakdowns

Central heating Oil Boiler servicing and breakdowns

AGA 13amp Electric conversions carried out. 

For a Local personal service, based in Bradford Peverell, Dorchester, Dorset 
Call us now on 01305 262411

Emergency Line 07949 384326 

Oil Boiler Service & Maintenance

Stephen Field
Painting and Home Renovation

Woodwork and Carpentry
Fixture and fittings
All household repairs considered

  stephenfield24@hotmail.co.uk

  Tel: 01308 456059     
 Mob: 07952203093

Brook Brothers
Landscaping and Garden Maintenance

Call Sam - Mobile: 07498 165867
Tel: 01308 898741

Services Include
Routine Garden Maintenance
Hedge and Small Tree Cutting
Pressure Washing
Paving - Lawn Care
Pergolas - Fencing
Patios

07711 567515
jwcoastalcleans@gmail.com

Weekly Cleans - Holiday Lets
Office Cleans - End of Tenancy

Construction Cleans - Laundry Services



 
 
 

44 

Lee Quincey Landscapes
al l  aspects  of  garden work undertaken including

Fencing, pergolas, turf ing, hedge cutt ing, trel l is work, sheds,
shed bases, decking, patios, garden maintenance and more.

Also avai lable for house and shed clearance.

Over 16 years experience

Cal l  us on 01308 482279  or 07896 326099  for a free quotation

Or visit  www.leequinceylandscapes.com

Mob: 07444411210

Call or text Callum:

JOBSON'S
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Traditional Chimney Sweeps
Clean    |    Professional    |    Friendly
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Email: office@jobsonschimneysweeps.com

Based in the Bride Valley 

Tel: 01308 301210

Makers 
& Menders 

of Soft 
Furnishings

Traditional Roman Blinds
Curtains & Cushions

Repairs - Repurposing - Light Upholstery

07716 729005   sewsavina@gmail.com
laurasavinasewing.co.uk

We’re still looking 
Retired couple, own property
 long sold, keen to move to

Burton Bradstock

If you are thinking of selling 
your three or four-bedroom home

 in the next few months, 
please do call me: 

Humphrey: 07740 900 330

Email: alanhpilcher@gmail.com
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Christmas lunch served from 
12-3pm

w w w . h i v e b e a c h c a f e . c o . u k

You’re invited to our

Join us from Dec 1st - Christmas Eve at 
The Club House, West Bexington.

2 courses for £25
3 courses for £30

www.clubhousewestbexington.co.uk

2 courses for £25
3 courses for £30
weekdays only

Book online or call 
0130889707

Book online or call 
01308898302
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For more information call 01308 482000 or email  
contracting@cgfry.co.uk | cgfry.co.uk

Est. 1930

Building  
excellence  
since 1930

CG Fry & Son’s highly experienced Contracting Department offer  
a bespoke service covering all aspects of  new build, restoration,  

and refurbishment for both private and commercial clients.
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Roofing and Building Contractor

No job too big or too small

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045
E-mail: alljm996@aol.comWeb: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk

• New Builds
• Brickwork, Stonework, 

Blockwork & Rendering
• Carpentry & Property Maintenance
• Roofing/ Re-roofs & Repairs
• Guttering & UPVC

Selling a car? Can’t face the...

HASSLE?
Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run,
local business. We buy cars, bikes, campers  

& vans for cash – at a time to suit you.
Trading in elsewhere? We can usually  

offer more. And we will happily come to you.

www.halcyonmotors.co.uk 
has “warts and all” photos and descriptions of 

our current stock. Warranties and P/X available.

Call Don MacLeod on:
01258 839209   07782 189555

(8am – 9pm)

LOGS
Seasoned Hardwood

Barn Stored, Dry Logs
available all year

By the load or Dumpy Bag
Kindling also available

contact Rob Holt
01460 929827 / m 07817 622224

STEVE ELLIOTT
BUILDING CONTRACTOR and

STONEWORK SPECIALIST

Telephone: 07710 100880

 Stone & Brickwork
 Patios   Extensions 
 Plastering  

For all your general building requirements

Over 30 years qualified experience

Jim Allen
Roofing and Building Contractor

• New Builds
• Brickwork, Stonework,
• Blockwork & Rendering
• Carpentry & Property Maintenance
• Roofing/ Re-roofs & Repairs
• Guttering & UPVC

No job too big or too small

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045
Web: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk    E-mail: alljm996@aol.com
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For all your general building requirements

Over 30 years qualified experience

Carpet World
THE CARPET SPECIALISTS

FOR WEST DORSET
Trading for 40 years

Good old-fashioned personal service with 
expert knowledge and our own highly skilled 

carpet fitters. 
Competitive prices, too. 

Stockists of hand-made rugs  
laminate and wood flooring 

vinyl and LVT flooring

52A West Street (next to Waitrose), Bridport
Tel: (01308) 427081

www.carpetworld-bridport.co.uk

Early Morning 
Newspapers 

delivered
Call Mike on: 
01308 898 744 

Bride Valley Newsagent Ltd. 
Est. 2002
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AERIALS & CABLES
TV & RADIO AERIAL  

INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 
“DIGI” UPGRADES 

FREEVIEW BOXES INSTALLED
Established 40 years

01297 443928 
(ansaphone)

078 144 81833 
(mobile)

Jo Shackleton

Picture Framer
Near Littlebredy

Contact:
01308 482645
07842 363445

thedorsetframer@gmail.com

For that special occasion!

Contact

Kate Coombes

01300 320991/07970 928737

 

We stock our own Longhorn beef, fresh locally produced pork, lamb, cheese, 

bread and many other products from the area. 

We also make our own ham, bacon, pies, sausages and burgers.

Visit our Abbotsbury shop and treat yourself to some real local food. 

Opening times: 9-5 Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,

 10-2, Monday, Wednesday, 8.30-4.30 Saturday.

We deliver in the Bride Valley on Friday mornings

The Bride Valley Farm Shop

4, Market Street Abbotsbury.

It's all local !

For orders or enquiries: 01305 871235

BRIDGE COTTAGE B&B

87 HIGH STREET

BURTON BRADSTOCK, Nr. BRIDPORT

Tel: 01308 897222

En suite Rooms

Tea/Coffee making facilities

TV, Radio, Heating

Private Entrance + Parking

No Smoking – Pets Welcome

Family Room available, sleeps 4/5

  MARK PARSONS -

GENERAL BUILDER

ALL ENQUIRIES CONSIDERED

01308 456697            07909 516461

Stonework

Brickwork

Blockwork

Extensions

Paving

Concreting

Landscaping

Repairs

Winter opening times: 10-2 Monday, 9-2 Wednesday,  
9-5 Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 8.30-4.30 Saturday

We deliver in the Bride Valley on Friday mornings

Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements – £10 for 7 including delivery  
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com | emilycave@rosacheney.com | 01308 482266 / 07787 512386 

Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses

grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings

and welcome hampers for holiday homes.
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07842 363445 

thedorsetframer@gmail.com
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12a South Street, Bridport  -  01308  459550 
5 South Street, Axminster -  01297  33449

vicaryandco.com

Book your FREE 
market appraisal today!

Your Local Independent Agent

Sales & Lettings

THE FORGE, POWERSTOCK

OFFICE: 01308 485201 - JODY: 07971 870873
EMAIL: jodyleaf@hotmail.co.uk

• SASH WINDOW SPECIALISTS

• DRAUGHT PROOFING

• NEW SEALED UNITS CLOUDY TO CLEAR

• NEW SPRINGS NEW CHORD

• PAINTING AND DECORATING

• CARPENTRY

AND MORE

~ All of your household needs

and more! how handy is that?!~ 

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

07973 341537

or email us at -

craigaaronmunro@gmail.com
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Proprietor:
Christopher Lamble

“Over 20 Years of Proven
experience in the trade”

Call Chris for a free 
no-obligation quotation

•	Glass	&	Glazing
•	External	&	Internal
	 Painting	&	Decorating
•	Roof,	Kitchen	&
	 Bathroom	Tiling
•	Guttering
•	General	
	 Carpentry

Tel: 01308 897095  
Mob: 07798 750905 

christopherlamble@btinternet.com

GHM  
11, Barr Lane, Burton Bradstock 

Bridport, Dorset  DT6 4PX

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS

A. G. DOWN
66 SOUTH ST, BRIDPORT 01308 422643

Julian Hussey
DipFD NAFD

Karen Hussey 
DipFD NAFD

George Hussey
DipFD NAFD

Jasmine Hussey 
Cert FAA NAFD

Pre-arranged & prepaid funeral plans
Offices also at Dorchester, Axminster, Seaton, 

Honiton & Ottery St. Mary

DANIEL
SHEPPARD

PAINTER & DECORATOR
BESPOKE SPRAYING

ROOF REPAIRS, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 
HOUSE CLEARANCES, POWER WASHING, 

GUTTER CLEANING & GLASS REPLACEMENT

07703 434 216
danielsheppard64@gmail.com

Your Advert This Size  
For Under £8!  Email bvctc@outlook.com
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Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses 
grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings 

and welcome hampers for holiday homes.

Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements – £10 for 7 including delivery   
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths 

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com | emilycave@rosacheney.com | 01308 482266 / 07787 512386

Dorset to Doorstep
Richard Kennelly - 07725 548013 email: dorsettodoorstep@gmail.com

www.dorsettodoorstep.co.uk

Licensed by 
Dorset Council

Private Hire Car 
Service for 
Weddings  
Airports   Ferry   
Ports   Stations
Long distance 
Local
Pre-bookings only

If your back goes out more than you do...
call us for help with muscular aches and pains

Adams & Associates 
Twist and Shout Osteopathic Health Centre
32 South Street  Bridport DT6 3NQ    Tel: 01308 459996/427033

Allied Health Professionals providing “skilled manipulation”, gentle mobilisation 
& soft tissue stretches, visceral and cranial- sacral osteopathy to aid recovery
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