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Information for Contributors 

 

October 2026 issue deadlines: Articles, photographs, etc must be sent to the 
appropriate Village Correspondent (contact details at the head of each village section) 
by Friday 11th September for the October issue. Contributions from outside the Bride 
Valley can be emailed to bvnburton@gmail.com. Handwritten or typed copy must be 
delivered to village correspondents well before the deadline. Please contact 
bvctc@outlook.com for information on advertising in the BVN. Articles, notices and 
advertisements in this magazine may not necessarily represent or reflect the views of 
the Editor or the people and organisations funding and supporting the BVN. Copies of 
the BVN, in colour, often with additional items which could not be fitted into the 
printed version, can be found at bvn.org.uk or via links on Bride Valley village websites. 
Note: Contributors are asked to note that space in the BVN is strictly limited and the 
Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse submissions and cannot guarantee that 
items will be included.  
 
  

The Bride Valley News is delivered to every home in the valley and is 
entirely produced and distributed by volunteers. Donations to help us 
continue to provide the magazine would be welcome and if you feel able 
to contribute - please make a BACS payment to:  
Account: ‘Bride Valley Churches Team Council’, Sort code 30-91-21 
Account number 00074071............and please quote BVN.  
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St Mary The Virgin: Burton Bradstock St Mary: Litton Cheney 
St Michael & All Angels: Littlebredy St Peter: Long Bredy 
Chilcombe (dedication unknown) St Mary The Blessed Virgin: Puncknowle 
St Martin: Shipton Gorge Holy Trinity: Swyre 

St Bartholomew: Corton 
 

Rector: Rev’d Andrew Rawding 
 
To enquire about Baptisms, Marriages or Funeral arrangements in the Bride Valley 
& Chesil Benefice Churches please contact Rev’d Rawding by 
email: rectorbridevalleychesil@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
Lay Pastoral Assistants  
 
We have 2 Lay Pastoral Assistants in our team and they are available for anyone 
throughout our community and can respond to any need, great or small, for 
pastoral care. The team are: Jenny: 07932192908, and Liz: 01308 897451 
alternatively you can get in touch with your churchwarden, or Helen Fry, Benefice 
Administrator, on 01308 897260.  
 

Home communion is available by arrangement.  
 

If you would like to become an LPA, please have a look at the Diocese of Salisbury 
webpage:  
 

https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/whoweare/news/is-god-calling-you-to-be-a-lay-
pastoral-assistant-, and then chat with Rector Andrew.  
 

 
Safeguarding 
 

The Churches of this Benefice have adopted the House of Bishops safeguarding 
policy and are 'Promoting Safer Churches'. The Benefice Churches have an open 
door to all survivors.  
 

For further information or support please contact our Safeguarding Officer: - Les 
Keatley. Tel: - 07833545450 email: - Les@Keatley.me.uk 
 

The Bride Valley & Chesil Churches 
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Dear friends, 
 

Is there more to life than this? 
 

This is a question that is addressed in the ‘Alpha Course’, which we will be running 
on Thursday evenings at 7.00pm from 22nd October at the Litton and Thorner’s 
Community Hall (LATCH). 
 

I don’t know what your ‘this’ is. We could consider the above question objectively 
and rationalise it, or we could take it subjectively and reflect on our own life, our 
mental and physical wellbeing, our relationships, our meaning and purpose, and 
our sense of fulfilment in life. Is there more to life than this? 
 

‘Alpha’ is widely recognised as the world’s most popular course in Christianity. It 
has been running for over fifty years and has seen record participation in recent 
years, particularly amongst younger people or ‘Generation Z’ who, having rejected 
materialism, are looking for spiritual experience and encounter, and connections.  
The Alpha course suggests that deeper longing and fulfilment can be found 
through connection with God and understanding life through Jesus Christ. Its 
origins are in the charismatic evangelical (‘Holy Spirit inspired Bible-centred’) part 
of the Church of England, but the power of the course is the opportunity it gives 
for questions and discussion. Each session starts with a video, and then there is 
time for discussion. 
 

We’re not offering the ‘Alpha Course’ because we all subscribe to the same 
Christian beliefs, or the same view of the Bible, or opinion on what it means to be 
a Christian, or how to pray, but because we want to offer an opportunity for people 
to explore Christianity and the possibility of a deeper spiritual connection, and 
personal connections that could be helpful. Personally, I reject the idea that we 
are all ‘sinners’ deserving of judgement. Childhood environment and experiences, 
and especially trauma, over which we have no choice or control impact 
significantly on humans and their development. I reject anything that leads to 
more guilt and shame, low self-esteem and self-harm. I reject the idea of an all-
knowing, all-powerful God that the church has used to instil fear to preserve power 
and control. The church generally has a terrible track record and has done 
tremendous harm.   
 

I choose to believe in the power of steadfast and consistent unconditional love. I 
choose to believe in the power of forgiveness. I choose to believe that I am a child 
of God, created in and through love, a love which is eternal and transcendent, but 
immanent and God-breathed within me. I find the example and teaching of Jesus 

From the Rectory 
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Christ inspirational and motivating.  The central message of Alpha is that Jesus 
died on the cross because ‘Jesus loves you.’ I have no idea if Jesus died and rose 
again from the dead, but I choose to believe in the power of resurrection new life.  
I believe in love, divine love for me. 
 

Historian Tom Holland, author of ‘Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade 
the World’, has called the Christian concept of resurrection a powerful ‘mythology’.  
I’m OK with that. The alternative for me is to be a victim of my new disability, 
unable to get out of bed each day; to be a victim of all the trauma of my past.  
Recently we sang a hymn about the love of ‘Father God, adopted in your family’ 
and someone said to me: ‘That’s my Mum’s favourite hymn. She was adopted.’ 
 

It’s my choice what I believe. It’s your choice. It’s OK to have doubts and 
uncertainty. For me, it’s a journey of faith, not dogma. If what works for you in life 
genuinely works for you in terms of purpose and fulfilment and knowing that you 
are valued and loved, that’s amazing. If you are looking for something more and 
want to consider whether Christianity has something to offer, then you can choose 
to attend the ‘Alpha Course’. It’s not for everyone, but it may provide you with 
more to life than your ‘this’. It may provide you with love. 
 

Peace be with you, 
 

Andrew 
 
From the Registers 
 

Funeral:  Allan Stanford 5th August, at Burton Bradstock 
 
Burton Bradstock CE Primary School 
 

‘Do justice; love kindness; and walk humbly with God (Micah 
6:8) 
 

We are inspired by this verse from the bible and how it shapes all 
we do. We all believe that fairness, kindness and being humble 

are the key to flourishing for all. The links between this and our school values of 
Happiness, Friendship, Hope, Love, Courage, and Respect are clear. 
 

A message from our headteacher: 
 

As I sit writing this in early August, the school is much quieter than usual as the 
children and staff enjoy a well-earned summer break. Yet, by the time you read 
this, the school will once again be filled with laughter and learning as we embark 
on the Autumn term and a new school year. 
September always carries a special kind of magic. It is a time of fresh starts and 
new promises. There is something hopeful about a crisp, blank exercise book, a 
brand-new pair of shiny shoes and the anticipation of what lies ahead. 
 

16  

 

 
Burton Bradstock CE Primary School 

 
 

As the song goes, ‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!’. I write this as 
plans are taking shape for our Christmas Nativity at Freshwater, Christingle 
at the Church and Christmas Fair amongst many other things in the lead up 
to the holiday. 
 
On Friday 11th November, the children took part in a Remembrance Service 
at St. Mary’s Church. We were joined by families and the local community. 
We stood and marked the 2 minutes silence outside the church before our 
Chair of Governors, Mrs Lewis Badgett, read out the names of local people 
who lost their lives in the Great War.  
 
November also saw us running the Coffee Stop in the Village Hall. This is  
always a popular event and it was again this time. Our Year 5 and 6 children 
waited tables and shared their learning with their families and members of 
the local community, and our Early Years Children also visited on the way 
back from their welly walk. We raised £242.50 which will go towards our 
playground redevelopment fund. Thank you to everyone who supported the 
event, especially our kitchen helpers who gave up their time to make all the 
teas and coffees!  
 
As mentioned above, we have a number of events in the run up to Christmas. 
This starts with a theatre group visiting school at the end of November and 
our Christmas Fair on Saturday 10th December from 3:30-5pm at school – all 
welcome with proceeds going towards our new playground apparatus. In the 
final week of term, we have our Nativity performance at Freshwater, Christ-
mas lunch, parties and Christingle Service at St. Mary’s church.  
 
I look forward to telling you all about them in the January edition of the BVN. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at Burton Bradstock 
Primary. 
 
Adam Gough 
Headteacher 
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This term, we are particularly excited to welcome our newest and smallest 
members: our new reception and preschool children. Taking those first steps 
through the school gates can feel like a big leap—not just for the children, but for 
their families too! We also welcome new families who have moved to the school, 
as well as our returning pupils and their families. As we embark on the adventures 
of this new school year, we warmly welcome your continued support for our 
children, their families and our dedicated staff. By bringing our school values—
hope, respect, courage, love, friendship and happiness—to life every day, we aim 
to make this a year filled with growth, discovery and shared joy. 
 

We have spaces available in our reception class and in our preschool for children 
who turned 3 before 31st August 2026. If you would like to visit our happy and 
friendly village school, please contact the school office to arrange a tour: 01308 
897369 or office@burtonbradstockprimary.org. We also welcome visits from 
families looking for school and preschool places from September 2027. To stay 
up-to-date with all our news and events please follow our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BurtonBradstockPrimarySchool. 
 

Holly Varndell-Paulley, Acting Headteacher  
 

 
Thorners CE VA School 
 

Writing this somewhat in advance of the new term there has 
to be a degree of supposition applied so what you see below 
is what I know from experience will be the situation come 
early September. 

 

What a summer the children will have enjoyed! It will be lovely to hear all their 
stories of days out, trips and holidays as they return to school this week. It will 
also be lovely to see everyone come back (with the obligatory mix of new pencil 
cases, shoes and haircuts) as well as, of course, welcoming our 16 new starters 
into Reception. They no doubt will settle in well and all credit must be given to 
staff and parents for helping make this such a smooth first few days via their care 
and attention. 
 

As they take their first steps with us, we also wish all our (now Yr 7) leavers the 
best possible start at their secondary schools.  
 

Huge thanks to Luke Heywood and his team for all their hard work in the 
playground, constructing us a new playhouse and reading den across the summer 
holidays; the children will love the extra spaces! This term promises to be full of 
trips, sport and drama but for now it will be just lovely to see all the children back, 
busy with friends in the playground, as the school bell rings to mark the start of 
another year. 
 
Mike Sitch, Headmaster 
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Thorners CE VA School 
 
 

As we head into December the children have been incredibly busy!   
 
Sport 
As well as our usual football coaching and archery lessons this term the  
children have also been doing brilliantly at other sports.  The netball team, 
coached here by Mrs Hayter, managed to get to the final and win the 
Bridport primary schools' tournament and are now to go on to play the  
winners of the Beaminster pyramid tournament for the West Dorset  
trophy.  Well done to all for such a superb effort! 
 
In Cross Country - two teams of runners took on a host of other schools and 
a very muddy Colmer's Hill course as they competed on a beautifully sunny 
Saturday morning.  Many of our team have been attending our school  
running club with Ms Atkin on Thursdays after school and the sessions  
clearly paid off with all runners completing the course and the boys team 
finishing third overall.  A special mention must go to Henry who came third 
overall in the Boy's race.  it was also wonderful to see that our team was 
made up of children from yrs 4 and 5 so they will be able to run again next 
year!  Bravo! 
 
Assemblies 
The children held a special assembly outside today at 11am to mark the  
anniversary of the armistice of 1918.  They decorated the school with  
poppies of different colours and recited poems from Sassoon and 
Brooke.  The old bell was rung at 11am and the children observed a minute's 
silence to pay our respects to all those affected by conflict.  Thank you to all 
staff who helped the children decorate the school so creatively in particular 
Ms Taylor! 
 
During assembly times the children will now have a new weekly type of  
assembly every Thursday.  Although we are only too aware of how fortunate 
we are to grow up and work in such a wonderful part of the world we are also 
aware that this can give the children a skewed perspective on the world and 
so we are starting this new series of assemblies to help the children "get 
their heads up" and think a little more about what goes on in other parts of 
the world and indeed in other parts of our country beyond the Bride  
Valley.  We are using a web-based platform called LYFTA which has a series 
of 'story worlds' from all around the globe and that focuses on issues that our  
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Bride Valley WI 
 

For the last meeting before the summer break, the Bride Valley WI held a Garden 
Party in the beautiful garden of Eve, one of our members. Thank you, Eve. 
 

29 members came together bringing delicious food for us all to share and this 
was of course accompanied by a glass or two of Pimms.  It was a lovely evening, 
the weather was superb, plenty of chat and laughter. Croquet, giant Jenga and 
tossing the bean bag caused great frivolity and a little competitiveness!! A big 
thank you to all our members who contributed to making it a very enjoyable 
evening including Eve’s husband Andrew who ensured the garden was perfect. We 
look forward to seeing everyone in September when we continue with our varied 
monthly meetings. 
 

Our Thursday evening walk took place on a beautiful evening with a small group of 
ladies setting out from Langdon woods car park to scale the highest peak in 
Dorset!! Golden Cap. The shade in the woods was much appreciated and the 
steep but thankfully short climb was worth it for the tremendous views to Portland 
in the East and the coast of Devon in the west. 
On our return journey we popped into the George in Chideock for a refreshing 
beverage. It was a very pleasant evening, and we look forward to the next one on 
20th August when we will be on Maiden Castle. 
 

Skittles for fun continues every other Tuesday at the White Horse. 
 

Craft Club members continue to work towards the Melplash Show entry. Under 4 
weeks away at time of writing.  
 

If you wish to join the Bride Valley Women’s Institute, please come and meet us 
all. We meet every 3rd Thursday of the month in Puncknowle Village Hall at 
7:30pm. Should you wish to contact us our email is bridevalleywi@gmail.com 
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particularly keen to see if this facility can be a support to children with special 
educational needs.   
 

We are also prayerfully considering how we can continue to develop ‘community 
fellowship’, centred on the LATCH in Litton Cheney.  We know that many are put 
off by ‘religion’, find traditional church services strange and unfamiliar, and 
frankly don’t see the relevance of church. But we also know that there are 
significant social issues in our villages, including loneliness and broken 
relationships, and that some people find it difficult to just get through each day.  
‘Unresolved issues’ was a phrase that came up in a recent conversation.  
Unresolved issues are painful, emotionally, and physically. They can literally 
choke us, paralyse us with anxiety and break our hearts. If our coping 
mechanism is an addiction, then they can ruin our lives. This is where the Easter 
story can be such a powerful paradigm and potential gateway to new life and 
new purpose. We don’t have easy answers and formulas, but we want to offer 
kindness and compassion, and have confidence in the heart of our faith, that is 
the Easter story where ‘unresolved issues’ can be left at the foot of the cross, 
and the journey can continue onwards in the power of forgiveness and love to 
resurrection new life. 
 

Easter love, joy, peace and prayers be with you, 
 

Andrew 
 

Good Friday, Pilgrimage of Peace 
 

Would you like to join us for a thoughtful Pilgrimage of Peace especially for Good 
Friday? This is a ‘there and back’ walk, taking in the amazing views and 
countryside of the Bride Valley between Swyre and Litton Cheney and focusing 
on finding peace. There will be pauses for readings and reflections. At 10.00am 
we meet at Holy Trinity, Swyre, from where we will walk onto Puncknowle and 
Litton Cheney, stopping at The White Horse for refreshments, including Hot 
Cross Buns! The whole route is about 4 miles, but you can do just parts of the 
walk if you’d prefer. There are some hilly bits and some of this walk will be on 
paths through fields, so wear appropriate clothing and footwear! (Babies and 
toddlers in carriers rather pushchairs.) Everyone is welcome, including dogs on 
leads! 
 
 
 
 

BRIDE VALLEY CAR SERVICE  
  

The BVCS is a volunteer scheme offering residents of the Bride Valley transport to and from 
medical appointments when they are unable to drive themselves or be driven by rela=ves 

or friends. Clients are charged a mileage fee (currently 50p per mile) plus a standard 
charge (currently £2.00 per journey). Because the service depends on the availability of 

volunteer drivers, clients are asked to give as much no=ce as possible – we are unlikely to 
be able to respond to requests within 48 hours of an appointment.  

To book a journey please call our voluntary co-ordinator on   
07393 607025 

We always welcome new drivers. 
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Bride Valley Gardening Club 
 

Well, it’s still very hot and dry and the results of this weather are definitely 
showing in the garden. I’m sure we are all beginning to look at what drought 
resistant plants we can put in for next year. 
 

We didn’t have a meeting in August but are very much looking forward to 
welcoming Joy Michaud of Peppers by Post and Spring Seeds in West Bexington 
who is going to be telling us about preparation for, and winning a Gold at Chelsea. 
It will be fascinating to learn about the hard work that goes into the buildup for 
Chelsea. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on Monday 
September 21st. 
 

Meetings are held at LATCH (Litton and Thorners Community Hall) DT2 9AU and 
take place every third Monday evening of the month (except August). Doors open 
at 7.00pm for drinks and the talks start at 7.30pm. We serve wine, soft drinks, 
teas and coffees. Guests are always welcome for a £2 entry fee. 
 

For further information please contact Liz, Secretary, bridevalleygc@gmail.com 
 
Portesham Surgery 
 

Portesham Renovation Update: We are delighted to share that Phase One of our 
surgery refurbishment was completed in July. This has provided a bright and 
welcoming new waiting room, along with a new fully accessible patient toilet.  
Phase Two is now well underway, and  
we expect the new reception area, nurse store and additional clinic room to be 
completed by mid-September. These improvements will help us provide an even 
better experience for our patients and create more space for delivering care. 
 

The final stages of the project, Phase three and four, will begin on Monday 21st 
September and will focus on modernising our dispensary. To allow this work to 
take place, we will be temporarily relocating the dispensary into two clinic rooms. 
 

As you can imagine, moving and reorganising the dispensary is a significant task. 
To ensure this can be done safely and efficiently, the dispensary will be closed for 
all routine prescription requests on: 
 

Wednesday 16th September 
Thursday 17th September 
Friday 18th September 

We kindly ask patients to plan ahead and order any repeat medications in good 
time to avoid disruption. We would like to thank all our patients for their continued 
support, understanding and patience throughout these works. 
 
! Website: www.princeofwalessurgery.co.uk 
" Facebook: Prince of Wales Surgery and Portesham Patient News 
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Our Night Sky in September 2026 
 

Saturn will be rising about 2100 followed by Mars at about 0230. 
Orion will be rising at the same time, while Jupiter will be making a 
welcome appearance at about 0430. 
"Little red dots" (LRDs) are a newly discovered class of compact, highly luminous 
astronomical objects found by the James Webb Space Telescope, existing about 
600 million to 1.6 billion years after the Big Bang. They are believed to be rapidly 
growing supermassive black holes hidden inside thick, dense cocoons of hot gas. 
I hope to be able to tell you more about these fascinating objects next month. 
 

We were all perfectly placed to see this Eclipse, which unlike the previous total, 
was clouded out for us, and rained out for Patrick Moore! 
My family had a perfect view from the cliff tops, while I hoped to see the shadow 
in Annings Lane. ‘Twas not to be, but my family took me to another spot still in 
partial eclipse to see the moon leave the sun. 
We will have to wait another 50 years for the next eclipse, so make sure you are 
prepared. 
 

Bill Turnill 
With thanks to the James Webb Telescope   
 
 
 
 
It’s St Giles’ Day on Tuesday September1st, so why not join a walk exploring the 
life of the saint, hearing about the church of St Giles, West Bexington and its link 
to Puncknowle Church? Meet at West Bexington Beach at 10.00am. 
 

It’s one of our Pilgrimages of Peace (PoP), so expect the chance to meet and 
connect with others, a bit of history, maybe some readings and definitely some 
moments to pause and reflect on your own life and anything you can learn from 
the life of St Giles.  
 

Here’s a few things to get you tuned in for this walk! 
Did you know that West Bexington was once a much larger village? 
Do you know where the church is that was once there, dedicated to St Giles? And 
do you know where part of that church is now? 
Did you know that in 1439, West Bexington was targeted by French raiders and 
the village was under siege? 
 

You don’t have to be religious to enjoy this! People who come on our PoPs from 
many different backgrounds. It’s open to everyone - and your four-legged pals can 
come too, but on leads please.  
 

For more information contact bvchurchesta@outlook.com 

Events in the Bride Valley 
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Ride & Stride 
 

Ride + Stride for 
Dorset churches 2026 
will take place on 
Saturday 12th 
September. Plan a 
route around Dorset’s 
beautiful churches and raise money for their upkeep. Contact your Church 
representative to join this event, Peter Broomhead for Burton Bradstock 
(07987815408), email: pwbroomhead@gmail.com, or Kathryn Brooks for Litton 
Cheney (01308 482548), email: kbrookslcpc@btinternet.com. 
For further details please see www.dhct.otg.uk. 
 
Bride Valley Films 
 

Bride Valley Films are starting their 17th season and will be delighted to welcome 
residents of the valley and beyond. Tickets still £6 for entry and a drink. See Litton 
Cheney section for more information. 

 
St Mary’s 
 

Village Café 
 

A reminder to please come and support the 
village café in aid St Mary's Church, at LATCH on 
Saturday 5th September from 10.00am-1.00pm. 
Bacon butties, tea and coffee etc plus stalls 
including bottle tombola, cakes, fresh produce 
and home-made preserves, Bric a Brac, local 
artists, games. Tickets for the prize draw are 
available now. Donations for the bottle tombola 
and Bric a Brac in advance please 
(litton.bottles@gmail.com). Donations for cake 
stall and produce either in advance or on the 
day. For more information, please call 01308 
482548 or email kbrookslcpc@btinternet.com 
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Litton Cheney  
Village Correspondent: John Firrell     
email: jfirrell20@gmail.com    01308 482313       
Village web-site: www.littoncheney.org.uk 
 

Shipton Gorge  
Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett 
Email: richardhewlett419@gmail.com   01308 787278    
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk   
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Dorset Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride. 
 

The annual Ride and Stride will take place on 12th September. Walk or cycle round 
our local churches and help raise funds for the upkeep of our church. If you are 
interested in taking part, please email Kathryn Brooks on 
kbrookslcpc@btinternet.com or call 01308 482548.  
 

To sponsor Martyn Brooks for St Mary's head to: 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/littoncheneystmarysmblb23?utm_source=WA&
utm_medium=DT;  
 

Flagpole Appeal 
 

A big thank you to everyone who responded to the PCC’s appeal for funds towards 
refurbishment of the flagpole on top of the church. Thanks to your generous 
support, we have been able to proceed with the project and the work is now 
scheduled for 2nd September. We can look forward to seeing flags flying proudly 
over our village once again. 
 

Parish Council – Next Meeting: Tuesday 9th September, 7.00pm 
in LATCH Meeting Room 
 

How does the Parish Council use your money? If you come to one of our meetings 
or consult the minutes of meetings all will be revealed. You may even have ideas 
of your own in using it more effectively in which case why not come and join us! 
See village website for details of who to contact. 
 

Potholes: See Them, Hate Them, Report Them! – Don’t leave it for someone else 
to do it. 
 

The Village Website (littoncheney.org.uk) is full of information on a myriad of 
relevant village subjects. Our grateful thanks to webmaster David Hearn for his 
many years of maintaining this extremely useful and informative facility. 
 
 
The Bride Valley Bingo Fundraising Group will be holding a bingo at LATCH on 
Friday 11th September to raise funds for the Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance. 
Doors open at 6.30pm and eyes down at 7.30pm with great prizes, refreshments, 
a bucket draw and a raffle. On behalf of the Fundraising Group, we sincerely 
appreciate the support that you give us each time and we make a point of keeping 
the charities as local as possible, rather than national. Also, a grateful thanks to 
the businesses that support us with prizes; we appreciate your constant kindness. 
All welcome – do come.  
 
Jackie Horsley  
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Bride Valley Films at Litton Cheney Village Hall.  
 

We hope everyone has been enjoying the amazing weather. We are returning for 
our 17th season and will be particularly grateful for your support as Burton 
Bradstock are no longer running regular films, 
which means all licence costs will be covered by 
us.  
 

We are continuing to be amazing value at £6 per 
ticket including a drink! 
 
Thursday 1st October – Mothers Pride 
‘charming British movie with a great cast and 
gentle humour’ 
 

From the team behind 'Finding Your Feet' and 
'Fisherman’s Friends', Mothers Pride follows a 
grieving family whose fortunes begin to change 
when they start brewing their own beer and enter 
the Great British Beer Awards to save their pub. 
What begins as an act of survival becomes a 
journey of renewal – bringing together 

 
 
 
What’s on at Litton and Thorner’s Community Hall (LATCH) in September 
REGULAR EVENTS 
Tuesdays 9.30 -10.45am Morning Yoga with Jane (Meeting Room) 

(07882 527697)  janehutchinsyoga@outlook.com 
 4.45 – 5.45 t.b.c. Short Mat Bowls (Ron Davidson  482661) 
Wednesdays 4.45 – 5.45pm 

7.00pm 
Table Tennis  (Paul Kingston 482162) 
Yoga with Jane (contact as above) 

OTHER EVENTS 
Wednesday 2nd 7.30pm Book Club in Meeting Room 
Saturday 5th 10.00am – 

1.00pm 
Village Café + stalls in aid of St. Mary’s Church 

Tuesday 8th 7.00pm Parish Council meeting in Meeting Room 
Thursday 10th 6.45pm W.I. Craft in Meeting Room 
Friday 11th t.b.c. Bingo Night 
Sunday 20th 10.00am– 

1.00pm 
Restorative Yoga with Nadiya Wynn (07800 712998) 

Monday 21st 7.00pm Garden Club Meeting 
Thursday 1st From 7.00pm Film Night returns! 
 
Village Cafés: The hall is available for hire free of charge on Saturday mornings for a Café to 
raise funds for any group. It’s a good social event for the community and always popular. 
Hall Bookings/viewings:  Wendy Firrell 01308 482532   
 

The Bride Valley Bingo Fundraising Group will be holding a bingo at LATCH on FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 11TH to raise funds for the Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance. Doors open at 
6.30pm and eyes down at 7.30pm with great prizes, refreshments, a bucket draw and a raffle. 
On behalf of the Fundraising Group, we sincerely appreciate the support that you give us each 
time and we make a point of keeping the charities as local as possible, rather than national. 
Also a grateful thanks to the businesses that support us with prizes; we appreciate your 
constant kindness. All welcome – do come.  Jackie Horsley  
 
 
BRIDE VALLEY FILMS at Litton Cheney Village Hall. 
We hope everyone has been enjoying the amazing weather. We are returning for our 17th. 
season and will be particularly grateful for your support as Burton Bradstock are no longer 
running regular films which means all licence costs will be covered by us.  
We are cotinuing to be amazing value at £6 per ticket including a drink! 
 
THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER – MOTHERS PRIDE  ‘charming British movie with a great cast and 
gentle humour’ 
From the team behind 'Finding Your Feet' and 'Fisherman’s Friends', Mothers Pride follows a 
grieving family whose fortunes begin to change when they start brewing their own beer and and 
enter the Great British Beer Awards to save their pub. What begins as an act of survival 
becomes a journey of renewal – bringing together neighbours, mending old wounds and 
restoring pride where it’s been lost. Starring Martin Clunes, James Buckley and Luke 
Treadaway. 
Cert. 12+  1hr 30” 
 
Doors Open: 7.00 p.m. Films start 7.30 p.m. TICKETS: £6.00 (to include a glass of wine) 
available on the door.  
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neighbours, mending old wounds and restoring pride where it’s been lost. Starring 
Martin Clunes, James Buckley and Luke Treadaway. 
Cert. 12+ 1hr 30” 
 

Doors Open: 7.00pm, films start at 7.30pm. Tickets: £6.00 (to include a glass 
of wine) available on the door.  
More films on Thursday 5th November and Thursday 3rd December. 
Look out for details in the BVN or on the website 
http://www.littoncheney.org.uk/bridevalleyfilms.htm  
 

The White Horse 
 

Well, what a scorcher August was! As we move into the autumn, September will 
see the return of our fortnightly fun quiz by Liz on the 15th and the weekly meat 
draw on the 18th. We continue our Sunday music at 4.00pm with a fantastic line 
up of musicians through to mid-November. A big thank you to all our customers, 
locals and visitors, that have supported the pub over the summer and we look 
forward to welcoming you in the autumn. 
 

Andy and Liz 
 

 
Puncknowle Church 
 

27th September Harvest Festival  
 

On Sunday 27th September you are welcome to join us for HARVEST FESTIVAL in 
St Mary’s Church. The service starts at 11.00am and will be followed by a ‘bring 
and share’ lunch afterwards in the Hall. We will be decorating the Church on 
Saturday 5th. All are most welcome to the service, lunch, or both. Proceeds from 
the service will go to the Bridport Food Bank. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington 
Village Correspondents:   
Elizabeth Slater (Puncknowle) 
Puncknowle. mail: liz@ruddle.org.uk    01308 897751 
 

Jill Neill (Swyre & West Bexington)  
email: Jill.neill@live.co.uk     01308 897479 
 

Village websites:   www.https://puncknowle-swyre-pc.gov.uk  
                               www.swyre.org.uk      www.westbexington.org.uk   
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.

Return to Index

New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th
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What’s on at Puncknowle Village Hall in September 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Every Monday 2.00pm – 
3.00pm 

Pilates Contact Sarah on 07885 037340 or 
by email sarah@modified-pilates.co.uk 

2nd Monday each 
month 

7:00pm to 
9.00pm 

History 
Contact: Paul on paul.bullen@me.com 

1st Tuesday each 
month 

7.30pm – 
10.00pm 

Parish Council Meeting  
Open to the Public More information:   
https://puncknowle-swyre-pc.gov.uk/ 

3rd Tuesday each 
month 

1.00pm – 
2.30pm 

Luncheon Club 
Contact David on 01308 898492 

Every Wednesday 10.00am –
12.00pm 

Table Tennis  
Contact Brian on 01308 897987 

Every Wednesday 7.00pm – 
9.00pm 

Table Tennis  
Contact John on 07557 963618 

1st Thursday 
each month 

2.00pm – 
4.00pm 

Craft Club  
Contact Brenda on b.oliver@btinternet.com 

3rd Thursday 
each month 

7.30pm to 
9.30pm  

Bride Valley WI 
Contact Bridevalleywi@gmail.com 

Last Friday each 
month 

10.00pm –
12.30pm 

Art Club 
Contact Sally on 01308 897987 

 
HELP – Urgently Needed 
 

Someone to act as treasurer for St Mary’s Church in Puncknowle. Not an onerous 
charge if you are able to count from one to ten – you don’t need to be on the PCC 
or even go to Church, just someone with a little time to spare who is willing to help 
keep the community spirit alive in Puncknowle. For further information please 
contact Liz Slater on 07977413625. 
 

Puncknowle, Swyre and West Bexington Fete 2026 
 

What a fabulous day! The sun shone and magic happened. 
Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s fete on the 25th July. 
So many people generously worked and supported this event.  
We raised an amazing £4,121. This will be split equally between the Village Hall 
and the two churches of Puncknowle and Swyre. 
We are incredibly grateful to everyone who helped make the day a success – 
setting up, baking, growing, collecting, packing up and not least coming and 
supporting the event. 
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It was wonderful to see so many people from across the community coming 
together and enjoying the afternoon in the beautiful surroundings of The Manor 
gardens. 
 

The money raised was fantastic but just as important was the community spirit 
that made the day so special.  
 

Finally, particular thanks to Claire and Andrea who coordinated and lead this 
year’s team. 
 

Puncknowle, Swyre and West Bexington  
Village Hall 100 club 
 

July winners: 1st, Jenny Parr    2nd, Meryl Edwards 
 

 
 
Hello People of Puncknowle, Swyre and West Bexington! 
 

By popular request and to support the ongoing upkeep of the village hall as a 
community venue, the 100 club is continuing! Over the years your engagement 
has helped support various necessary improvements with the hall still looking 
splendid and for hire for those family, fun or group events! To continue supporting, 
for £20.00 a year, you could be in with a chance of winning £9 or £15 in our 
monthly draw. Our first draw after a short break will be in September for the 
August and September draws. To renew your membership or for further details 
and registration please message me or email carolkennelly@btinternet.com or 
tel: 07713 508779. Thank you for your continued or new support! 
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Long Bredy 100 Club Results – July 2026 
 

£25  No.58 B Holmes  
£15  No.143 H Howell   
£5  No.87 D Andrews  

 

Drawn on 24th July 2026 at Long Bredy Village Hall at the end of the July Come 
Along Inn 

Long Bredy 
Village Correspondent: Helen Horsley 
Email: bvn@longbredy.org.uk       01308 482586 
Village website: https://longbredy.org.uk/ 
 

Puncknowle Swyre & West Bexington Lunch Club 
Incorporates Chilcombe, Long Bredy and Little Bredy 

 

Puncknowle Village Hall 12.30pm for 1.00pm, Lunches cost £6 
 

 

16th September: Beef Cottage Pie, dessert to follow. 
 

Future dates 2026 
 

13th October: Sausages, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy  
dessert to follow 

 
 

Please contact David Buckland 07597038141 for more details 
 



 
 

16 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long Bredy 100 Club Results – July 2026 
 

£25  No.58 B Holmes  
£15  No.143 H Howell   
£5  No.87 D Andrews  

 

Drawn on 24th July 2026 at Long Bredy Village Hall at the end of the July Come 
Along Inn 
 

Village News and Updates 
 

Congratulations to anyone who has received their exam results and/or have 
graduated over the summer, we wish you well for the future. Good luck to those in 
the village who are about to make a new start in education. You might be starting 
school or preschool, changing to a new class or moving onto Secondary or Higher 
education. You might even be going back into education attending a night class or 
learning a new skill or hobby. We hope you have a good, enjoyable and successful 
academic year.  
 

Congratulations to Delia and her horse Lola in qualifying for the Draft Horse 
Dressage championships at Addington 2026. We look forward to hearing how they 
get on in the autumn.  
 

You can also keep up to date with village news by following Long Bredy 
Community page on Facebook.  There are often posts relating to road closures, 
things for sale or even free locally as well up to date information about what is 
going on.  The Bride Valley News is written a month in advance so often things pop 
up after this has gone to print!  
 

Update on the Phoenix Productions donation  
 

Following the community survey on what we should use this donation for, the 
majority choose "Planting trees around the village". After due consideration of 
where we might plant trees - taking account of property ownership, responsibilities 
for managing verges, possible effects on public highways, etc the Parish Council 
concluded that the most appropriate location for planting would be the playing 
field. Since this is owned by the Parish Council and a public place there are no 
potential issues regarding tree planting. 
 

Long Bredy 
Village Correspondent: Helen Horsley 
Email: bvn@longbredy.org.uk       01308 482586 
Village website: https://longbredy.org.uk/ 
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Next step was to decide on location and type of tree. Councillors were most keen 
to have native English trees and particularly an Old English Oak. We investigated 
location and types of trees, taking advice from Bridport "Friends of the Earth" tree-
planting group and our own playground volunteers. 
 

The conclusion was to locate the trees along the eastern boundary and aside the 
footpath - at the fence to the sheep field, since this is a particularly barren part of 
the playground. Apart from the Oak we were determined that the trees should be 
native English, blossom at least once a year, and provide sustenance for wildlife. 
We also needed to take account of the footpath and overhead cables in deciding 
location. This resulted in the  
Plan on the right.  
 

The most effective Tree 
planting season is from 
October to March. Our 
plan is to purchase the 
trees and supporting 
items (deer protection, 
root compost, etc) in 
October and organise a 
volunteer planting 
day(s) sometime in late 
October and 
November. Before the 
final purchase and 
planting of the trees, 
the Parish Council would welcome any feedback from residents. Please send any 
comments to our Parish Clerk at clerk@longbredy.org.uk by Monday 21st 
September. 
 

Bonfires: (written in early August during the continued dry spell!) 
This lovely weather has inspired many of us to tidy our gardens and outdoor 
spaces, but the current dry conditions also mean there is an increased risk of fire. 
Although there is currently no bonfire ban in our area, we ask everyone to think 
carefully before lighting one. Bonfires in these conditions can put our village, 
wildlife and habitats at risk, as well as add pressure to our emergency services. 
If you do have a bonfire, please follow the guidance from Dorset Fire & Rescue. 
Bonfires and garden safety www.dwfire.org.uk/   
Thank you for helping to keep our community safe. 
 

Coffee Break 
 

A warm August morning found many local people in Long Bredy Village Hall 
enjoying a coffee and piece of cake, or a slice of shortbread or even a cheese 
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scone. There were several generations in attendance and it was lovely to see 
everyone being able to catch-up with each other and find out how they were 
spending their summer, the things they have done or plan to do. Why don’t you 
come along to the next one, you will receive a warm welcome. 
 

Come Along Inn 
 

Perfect Weather made for a well-attended and highly successful evening at the 
July Come Along Inn. Thank you for ‘coming along’ and your support is very much 
appreciated. As always thank you to all the hard-working volunteers who made it 
all happen. 
 

St Peter’s Church 
 

On a hot Saturday in July a number of people from the village helped tidy up the 
Churchyard. We are so lucky to have such a wonderful churchyard with such 
beautiful views. Without the support of many local people the churchyard would 
not look as well kept as it does. Thank you to everyone who helped not only on 
that one day but throughout the year, mowing and providing general maintenance.  
On a Sunday afternoon in July the annual Pilgrim of Peace around the Long Bredy 
area, took place. 12 people from throughout the valley walked to St James ruins 
(not visible) and the birth place of Admiral Hardy. As one walker required a 
comfort break it led to an impromptu refreshment stop provided by Harriet and 
Evie at Belamont. Very many thanks to them for helping the walkers on such a hot 
afternoon, a true Pilgrims walk! 
 

Various walks take place throughout the valley which locals can join and enjoy 
(religious or not).  Perhaps you can explore an area that you were unaware of with 
the support of a guide. Within the Church you can find small books (passports) 
and you can then collect a stamp for each of the churches as you complete the 
walk.  Each logo has been designed by Francesca Dewhurst – many thanks to her 
for her part in this. 
 

Parish Council 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Parish Council meeting in July. It was 
wonderful to see so many residents there and to have the opportunity to share the 
work we do to support our community. 
 

Future Events 
 

Coffee Break 
 

September’s Coffee Break will take place at Long Bredy Village Hall on Saturday 
12th September 2026, 10.30am-12.00noon. As we begin to see the start of 
Autumn why not catch up with locals and find out what sort of summer they have 
enjoyed. As always there will be a hot drink and delicious refreshments to enjoy. 
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Come Along Inn 
 

Why don’t you ‘come along’ to the next Inn night taking place at Long Bredy Village 
Hall on Friday 18th September 2026, 5.30pm–9.00pm. You will be made very 
welcome, have a drink stay for a meal. Meals should be pre-ordered by contacting 
Gwen on 01308 482270 or email aking44634@aol.com  
 

St Peter’s Church 
 

Sunday 20th September at 9.30am will be the Harvest Festival Service, everyone 
is welcome to come and celebrate an important time for this rural area. 
Refreshments will be served after the service, giving time to chat with fellow 
parishioners. 
 

This year to celebrate we are decorating the Church with Watering Cans 
filled/decorated to represent the harvest. We would like as many people, young 
and old, in the village to get involved as possible. Any type of watering can be 
used, just leave it in the Church by Saturday 19th September; please put your 
name on it so it can be returned. These will be used to decorate the church for the 
Harvest Festival Service. 
 

Parish Council  
 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 5th October at 
7.00pm in Long Bredy Village Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

Annual Defibrillator Training 
 

The village annual defibrillator training will be at 7.00pm on Wednesday 21st 
October in Long Bredy Village Hall. 
Anyone can use the defibrillator, you do not need training, but if you want to feel 
more confident using it and/or have any questions then the training sessions is a 
perfect opportunity for this.  No need to book, just come along! 
 

Harvest Lunch 
 

Following the success of Sean ‘Spud’ Wadham’s, ‘Wadhams Walkabout’ raising 
funds for Pancreatic Cancer UK, the Kinghorn Family would like to invite you to a 
Harvest Lunch in aid of the same charity on Sunday 11th October, 12.30pm at 
LATCH. 
 

The Bride Valley is still predominately agricultural where life revolves around the 
seasons and autumn allows us time to celebrate Harvest, the culmination of the 
farmer’s year. We hope you will join us in this celebration enjoying a three-course 
lunch followed by entertainment. Local produce will be the mainstay of the meal 
and there will be a bar and raffle to help boost the funds.  
 

Like farming where continuous research helps it to evolve and yet live in harmony 
with nature, research into various cancers has evolved successfully giving hope 
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where in the past there was none. Sean lost his father to cancer and in January 
2024, sadly lost Jas (Jason Wadham), his uncle, to this terrible condition. Jas 
being so close in age to Sean, wasn’t just an uncle, he was like a brother and also 
his best friend. This loss has left a huge hole in Sean’s life, and in the lives of his 
wife, daughters, family and friends. 
 

While nothing can change what happened to Jas, Sean hopes that by raising 
money for Pancreatic Cancer UK, he can help support research into finding a cure 
for this devastating disease, and also help other families facing the same journey. 
Sean is a special member of our family and we would like to help him in his 
endeavours. 
 

Tickets will be £20 per person available from any member of the Kinghorn family, 
7 Bedford Terrace, Long Bredy, 01308 482270 or email: aking44634@aol.com 
and Sean, Bride Valley Exterior Cleaning, tel: 07787 597871 or email: 
charlottekinghorn@hotmail.com. Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate children 
under 14 years of age. 
 

If you are unable to come and join us at the lunch there is a GoFundMe Wadhams 
Walkabout page where you can make a donation to this worthy charity. Every 
donation, big or small, will make a difference. 
 

We thank you in advance for your kind support. 
 

 
St Mary's Church Summer Fete  
 

Although we are awaiting all of the expenses to be taken into account, we are 
advised that we have achieved an impressive result, all things considered, and it's 
thanks to the community of Burton Bradstock who always “come up trumps” for 
these events - thank you to everyone for your contribution. It's traditional to hold a 
fete in BB and while we were distributing posters, a lady explained that she always 
attended our fete as it was always very good, even though she didn't live in our 
wonderful village. 
 

We wish to thank everyone, too numerous to mention by name, who helped with 
the set up and breakdown; the Burton Bradstock Male Voice Choir opening with 
some well-known ditties; all those managing the games and stalls; the BBQ; the 
cream tea girls; the tower team; the magician, counting coins of the realm to 
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Burton Bradstock    
Village Correspondent: Pat Gra3on 
Email: patgra3on43@gmail.com        01308 898264 
Village website: http://www.burtonbradstockvillage.org 

Littlebredy    
Village Correspondent: Tim Laycock 
Email: t.laycock70@gmail.com        01308 482443 
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com 
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands

Return to Index

BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.

Return to Index

Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren
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Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.
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New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th

Return to Index

Thought for the Month
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produce the result; towards the success of this event. We were very fortunate with 
the weather. The "naysayers" kept annoying us by forecasting rain for the day but 
our approach to check the weather by looking out the window first thing in the 
morning still proved more reliable. 
 

Our small, yet very competent and convincing team (Alan Rawlinson, Liz Ortha, 
Andrew Rawding and Peter Tompkins) produced, in our opinion, a fun and most 
enjoyable event coupled also by delivering a brilliant result. They should all be very 
satisfied with their efforts. Each team member worked so diligently to produce this 
result. We should have awarded them one of our special plastic “gold" medals for 
recognition of their efforts. The monies resulting from the fete will help towards 
the installation of a soft play area for the "under-fives". 
 

Finally, we thank Andrew, Loveday, and their family for letting us use their garden 
for the event and for giving us the opportunity to admire their enormous 
pumpkins. The rectory gardens are a wonderfully characteristic venue, and we are 
fortunate to continue holding the event in such a beautiful setting. 
 

Our thanks to everyone who helped make our summer fete so successful Well 
done everyone, you all deserve "a pat on the back". 
 
The Summer Fete Team 
 
Friends of Burton Bradstock School – End of Year Thank You 
 

As another wonderful school year comes to an end, we’d like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who has supported the Friends of Burton Bradstock School. 
 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our volunteers, families, staff and local 
community, we’ve raised an amazing £14,383 this year. Our biggest fundraising 
events included Party in the Park (£5,403), Curry & Quiz Night (£3,335) and the 
Duck Race (£3,185). Every event, donation and helping hand has made a real 
difference to our school and our children.  
 

We’d also like to thank everyone who gave their time throughout the year, whether 
helping at events, baking, donating prizes or supporting us behind the scenes. We 
simply couldn’t do it without you.  If you’d like to get involved next year, we’d love 
to welcome new volunteers. Whether you can spare an hour or take on a larger 
role, every bit of help is greatly appreciated. 
 

We wish all our families a happy, relaxing summer and look forward to another 
fantastic year supporting Burton Bradstock School.  
 

Laura Ellward-Smith & Gurmeet Stanford 
Co-Chairs, Friends of Burton Bradstock School 
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Burton Bradstock Village Hall  
 

Village Hall Bookings 
 

Should you wish to use the Hall at any time, the booking officer can be contacted 
via email at bbvht.bookings@gmail.com or by phone on 01308897648. 
 

Coffee Mornings 
 

The popular monthly coffee mornings where you can get a sensibly priced 
coffee/tea and cake plus a chat with friends will be held on the dates below. 
They run from 10.00am to 12.00noon and all are welcome. 
 

Wed 9th September The Inner Wheel 
Wed 7th October Bride Valley Drivers. 

 

General Information 
 

The Hall Trust is currently looking at replacing the kitchen floor covering, which is 
damaged in places and making repairs to the roof of the Chair storage shed. 
Some of this work may be completed before this edition of the BVN comes out. 
 
Burton Bradstock Village Hall “200 Club” August 2026 Draw 
 
Congratulations to the winners: 
 

1st £32.00  No 90: Mr Alan Rawlinson 
2nd £16.00  No 98: Mr Simon Wheatley 
3rd £8.00  No 88: Mrs Patricia Brooks 

 

Anyone wanting to become a member in time for the September 2026 draw 
should telephone Keith Britton on 01308 898008 and let him have £4 – one 
pound for each monthly draw in the year. There are double prizes in the December 
draw. 
WDDC Licence no: SL0080 
 

Burton Bradstock Village Society 
 

Village Society Secretary 
 

If you need to contact the Village Society for any reason such as wanting to join, 
finding out more about our activities or what the Village Society does please email 
the secretary Hutch Curry at bbvillagesociety@gmail.com  
 

Next Event 
 

The first presentation evening of the new season will be on Friday 11th September. 
The Speaker will be Mike Richards, a former Detective Chief Constable of the 
Devon & Cornwall Constabulary with a talk entitled “Humour in the Police Force- a 
personal perspective”. Expect some laughs. 
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Doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Village Society members £1.50 entry, 
non-members £5 or join the Society on the Night for £5 for the year. 
 

2026 Flower & Produce Show 
 

On what must have been one of the hottest days of the year, Burton Bradstock 
Village Society’s Annual Flower and Produce Show took place. In spite of the 
difficult growing conditions this year, 40 villagers entered 166 items from a 
schedule of 68 classes. The hall was ablaze with colour and the organisers were 
so happy to see people coming into the hall to display their beautiful roses, artful 
flower arrangements, exquisite miniature arrangements in tea cups and even the 
most giant white hydrangea, which nearly stole the show! Our judge taking on the 
vegetable open classes expressed his delight at seeing such a super array of 
vegetables, given the aforementioned difficult growing conditions. We also had 
some really beautiful artwork; the photographs and craft classes demonstrated 
the wealth of talent in the village. All of this could not take place if it were not for 
the enthusiastic help of our volunteers who put up the tables, trestles and display 
boards (and then later take it all down again!), from Mike and Chris Green on the 
door who issue the tickets to exhibitors to our patient stewards who assist the 
judges in sorting out the winners and, of course, members of the committee who 
all play a part. 
 

Our wonderful president, Peter Broomhead, once again, awarded the trophies to 
our winners, who are listed below: 
 

Louis/May Brown Cup (Fruit & Veg) Arthur Rawding 
Bugler Cup (Roses) Roger Ashman 
Cracroft Challenge Cup (Flowers, not roses) Johnnie Lloyd 
Gordon Knight Cup (Pot plants) Jean Ayers 
Flower Arranger Trophy (Arrangement) Pat Neale 
Cookery & Home Produce Trophy Sue Brown 
Knightsmith Trophy (Preserves) Jean Ayres 
Mallinson Cup (Handicrafts) Valerie Grice 
The David Barnikel Cup (Photography) Valerie Grice 
Millennium Trophy 2000 (Art) Irene Halsey 

 

Committee members 
 

The Village Society is currently 2 Committee members down. We are looking for 
people interested in getting involved in Village activities to join us and help with 
the running of the various Village Society activities. We only meet as a committee 
about 4 times a year, not an onerous workload, so it is more about helping with 
our various activities. If you are interested and willing to help, please contact 
Richard Ferre on rwferre99@gmail.com or 01308 897648 to find out more. 
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Burton Coffee Mates 
 

Coffee! Cakes! Chat!  
 

Come and join us in the Church from 10.30am -12.00noon on the second 
Thursday of the month for Coffee Mates. Catch up with old friends and make 
some new ones. Transport is available. For more information contact Pauline 
898327. 
 
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Burton Bradstock - Cleaner required 
 

The PCC of St. Mary’s are keen to appoint a cleaner for 3 hours per week @£16 
per hour. The post holder will follow a clear plan of areas to clean, which he/she 
can do, flexibly to fit their other commitments.  
 

If you would like to know more about this opportunity – please contact Chrissie 
Bailey on 07766 912403 
 
Knitting for Ukraine - update 
 

When I popped in to the Post Office recently, I was delighted when Gill handed me 
packages containing some lovely coloured strips and no less than 11 baby hats, 5 
pairs of mittens and 8 pairs of baby bootees for new-borns, including some for 
premature babies. Thank you so much, Pauline and Kathleen. 
 

Then came a telephone call from Daphne, informing me that she had made 
another 14 complete hand-knitted baby blankets this summer. What? In this 
heat? What a labour of love! 
 

As Autumn and Winter approach, these gifts will really be appreciated, as are all 
the beautiful knitted and crocheted items you continue to make. 
 

Thank you on behalf of the Ukrainian babies and their families. God bless your 
busy fingers. 
 

Heather Rogers (01308 897780) 
 

 
The Friends of Burton Bradstock Library 
 

This month my piece for the newsletter includes a lot of ‘thank-yous’ for a variety 
of reasons. Regular library customers will have realised that the use of our self-
service kiosk has come to an end contractually weeks before our new machine is 
installed. This has put great pressure on all our volunteers who have had to issue 
and take back all books and the Trustees would like to say many thanks for all our 
volunteers’ patience. None of us had any choice in the matter but hopefully we will 
have survived by 19th August! 
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Alison Leahy’s photographs and 
biographies of long-term 
residents in Burton has proved 
very popular so thank you to 
Alison and all her subjects for 
agreeing to stage the display. 
Many thanks have already gone 
to Charles Fuge for coming in to 
show the children the process 
involved in creating the 
illustrations in one of his books, 
including a beautifully painted 
double spread from one of them. 
The adults and the children were 
amazed at the detail in his 
watercolours and felt very 
privileged to witness one 
marvellous painting. And he lives 
just along the road from the 
Library! 
 

Roger Ashman has kindly made 
a new donation box in the shape 
of our Library (chained) and by 
the time you read this it should be fully painted. Thank you so much Roger and 
everyone is invited to try it out and find out about chained libraries!  
 

Many thanks to one of our Trustees, Brenda Oliver, for serving refreshments to 
Saturday library users during August. What a star! This has been an experiment 
and will continue through September. Please let us know what you think. 
 

Finally make a date in your diary for our next Lego morning which will be on 
Tuesday 27th October, from 10.00am to 12.00noon. We have a keen group of 
modellers but hope to see more children there with their adults – please spread 
the word. It is FREE! 
 

Opening hours for all our library services are: 
 

Monday 2.00-4.00pm 
Wednesday 10.00am-12noon 
Thursday & Saturday 2.00-4.00pm 

 
burtonbradstocklibrary@gmail.com     www.burtonbradstockvillage.org/library 

01308 897563 
 

Sue Brown, Chairman 
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Burton Bradstock WI 
 

July was a smashing month and not just for the weather. At our 14th July meeting 
we had a super social which was very well attended. 10 tables (of 4) enjoyed 
playing a variety of board games including scrabble, snakes & ladders, Boggle, 
Banagrams etc. Joan Allan hosted Mah Jong for new players, with great success. 
Also, there was an opportunity to have a go at curling. 
 

Our Art & Craft show had 18 entries including photography, paintings in water 
colours, acrylics, and mixed media, felting, knitting, embroidery, and clay work. 
Congratulations go to our winners but it was a marvellous display of talent and the 
voting was VERY close. 
 

Our Coffee Stop was held the following day (Wednesday 15th July). All the jars of 
marmalade sold out within the first 10 minutes, but it is jolly good marmalade! 
Thank you to all who dropped by for a cuppa or a piece of home-made cake. 
 

Our July lunch outing was to the Sculpture on the Lakes. What a magical place. So 
much to see & a lovely restaurant, too. Our next outing will be to Sherborne in 
September just after our next meeting. 
 

For August there will not be a WI meeting, so we can all look forward to Tuesday 
8th September, when our speaker is Tanya Alcock on the 'Trails & Tribulations of 
Running a Vineyard'; and YES, there will be wine. September will also see our 4Bs 
crafting group return as well as the curling and Mah Jong, plus who know what 
else... watch this space. 
 

Burton Bradstock Bridge Club 
We are a very friendly group who meet every Tuesday afternoon from 1.45pm until 
4.30pm to play duplicate bridge. If you have played bridge before but feel you are 
a bit rusty this would be ideal! We could find you a partner if necessary and you 
would be assured of an enjoyable afternoon with a break for tea and biscuits. 
Please come and make some new friends.  
 

For more information, please contact Kathy on 01308 485626 
 

Supper Club 
 

This month’s supper club will be on Monday 14th September. Anybody wishing to 
know more about this please phone Mags Chue 07790 811905 
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More Knitting 
 

The WI ladies dusted off their 
knitting needles after hearing 
about the Ukraine baby blanket 
project and completed 180 stripes. 
We have now moved on to more 
challenging projects which we sold, 
raising funds for the Church Fete. 
We will be knitting more items to 
sell at the WI Christmas Fayre in 
November and we are also hoping 
to make blankets to raise funds for 
the Weldmar Trust. 
 
Ali Page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BURTON BRADSTOCK PLAYERS 
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US 

A huge thank you to everyone who came and supported our comedy 
Murder Mystery Evening on Saturday 25th July in Burton Bradstock 

Village Hall, which was a complete sell out. 
 

Lots of fun was had by the audience who were very much included 
throughout the evening, and everyone enjoyed the ploughman's 

supper, which was all locally sourced. 
 

Here is some of the incredible feedback from the audience:- 
"Laughed so much" 

"Kept us guessing and great fun" 
"What a great script" 

"Kept us on our toes and well performed" 
 

Well done table 6 who won the hamper for guessing who the actual 
murderer was. 

 
It was a fab night with a great audience, and we can't thank you 

enough for your continued support by coming to see our shows, we 
love entertaining you. 

 
Well done to all the cast, you should all be so proud of yourselves and 
of course a big thank you to all our volunteers and Burton Bradstock 

post office and Bridport Tourist information for selling the tickets. 
 

Our next production will be PANTO in February 2027….ohhh yes, it is! 
We are always on the lookout for new members, so if you are 
interested, please contact Carole Houghton on 07764523182 
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Adieu to the Armstrongs 
 

Early in August we said goodbye to Nic and Jim Armstrong, who have lived at West 
Lodge for more than thirty years, and raised their lovely family in the village. They 
have both been central to the life of the community and church in Littlebredy, 
serving as churchwardens and as treasurer. We will miss them very much, but 
wish them ‘Joy, Health, Love and Peace’ in their new home in the Orkney Islands.  
 

Garden Church 
 

Our first garden service took place in the Walled Garden, courtesy of Liz Eaton, 
and we were delighted to welcome a goodly number of folk from the valley and 
beyond. Many villagers and ex-villagers came to say goodbye to Nic and Jim, and 
we all enjoyed delicious refreshments afterwards- special thanks to Sandra, 
Mandy and Lyn for their catering and assistance.  
Andrew led us around various beautiful corners of the garden where we sang, 
prayed and enjoyed poetry and reflections on the spirituality and wonder of the 
natural world. Some of the poems were original, and very much appreciated.  
Here’s a taste of one that arrived just too late for the service [ the authors were 
busy riding their bikes!] 
 

‘The Stream Through Littlebredy’ by The Orchard Cottage Poets. 
 

Still and quiet, the water lies in the lake 
Slowly it makes its way to the edge,  
Then drops crashing like cymbals 
Picking up speed,  
it ripples and jumps over the bed of the stream, 
Dips under the bridge 
Gurgling and bubbling 
Like children’s laughter 
A Kingfisher flies quickly,  
Its iridescent feathers catching the early morning sun 
Bees hum in the warm air, 
Dipping into the heart of the flowers,  
Carrying their nectar away… 

 
The full text can be found pinned on the noticeboard in the church porch. 
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Burton Bradstock    
Village Correspondent: Pat Gra3on 
Email: patgra3on43@gmail.com        01308 898264 
Village website: http://www.burtonbradstockvillage.org 

Littlebredy    
Village Correspondent: Tim Laycock 
Email: t.laycock70@gmail.com        01308 482443 
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com 
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 FROM THE CLERGY 

Last month two people offered me their views on the state of the world. They were rather different from the usual, ‘I don’t know what the world is coming
to!’.

One said, ‘The world is getting better and better, and look now at the wonderful prospect of peace and co-operation in Northern Ireland’. The other said,
‘There are so many troubled people in the world. We must help wherever we can, and always have the troubled in our prayers’.

The Þrst comment was an echo of one I heard from a priest many years ago. He said, ‘It’s not, "Whatever is the world coming to?", but rather, "Look what
the world is coming from"’.

As we enter the year 2000 we are aware of the progress of the human race. We have come a long way from the Dark Ages. We have passed through the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance, and have long entered the ‘Age of Enlightenment’. Yet there are living today many millions people without those
simplest requirements of food, clean water, shelter and education, and a peaceful existence, never mind ‘enlightenment’.

Christianity has been with us for 2000 years. Its history is chequered. It has an enormous amount of which to be proud, and much for which to be penitent.
In spite of the bad things in the practice of the faith, there is nothing wrong with God, Jesus Christ or Christianity. Christians, like people of all faiths and
none, are basically fallible human beings. We all have a built-in failure factor. Thankfully we all have a built-in optimism factor, too.

As we enter this new millennium, among the jolliÞcations pause to consider. Give thanks for the coming of God as Man into the world he created; for 2000
years of Christianity; for God’s achievement in men and women over the centuries. Then consider how things might be improved. What can you do to
further the growth and happiness of individuals and nations? Perhaps somewhere in all that there may be a personal very special New Year’s resolution for
a very special year.

In the name of Jesus Christ, whose birthday we continue to celebrate, I send greetings and very best wishes to all our readers.

John Atkinson
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Church Calendar - January 2000
1 The Naming & Circumcision of Jesus. Luke 2, v.15-21.

2 The Second Sunday of Christmas.

Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers, 379 & 389.

6 The Epiphany. Matthew 2, v.1-12.

9 The Baptism of Christ.(First Sunday of Epiphany). Mark 1, v.4-11.

10 William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645.

11 Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915.

12 Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167.

13 Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher, 367.

16 The Second Sunday of Epiphany.

17 Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356.

18 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - until 25th.

19 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095.

20 Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349.

21 Agnes, Child-Martyr at Rome, 304.

22 Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon,First Martyr of Spain, 304.

23 The Third Sunday of Epiphany.

24 Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher, 1622.

25 The Conversion of Paul. Acts 9, v.1-22.

26 Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul.Timothy 2, v.1-8.

28 Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher, 1274.

30 The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany.

Charles 1, King and Martyr, 1649.
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Valley Notes
 

 

The Millennium and the Bells (East End of the Valley) The Millennium Celebrations at and around Litton Cheney, in which our bellringers are playing
(ringing?) such a vital part run something like this:

New Year's Eve: The Old Year rung out and the Millennial Year in (circa 11.30p.m....)

New Year's Day: The Litton Cheney bells will be rung from 11.45 a.m. for between 15 and 30 minutes, in line with many churches throughout the world.
There then will be a short Service in Church to which all are most welcome, and this will follow the order entitled "Celebration 2000", put together by The
Open Churches Trust. To conÞrm:

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- LITTON CHENEY --- JAN. 1st!

THE 2000 SERVICE --- 12 NOON (APPROX) --- PUNCKNOWLE --- JAN. 1st! Anthony Ashwell

 

FURTHER CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS a Pre-Lent Discussion Series. The stories surrounding the Nativity charm, even bring us to our knees, Christmas
after Christmas. But they are so much more than just stories; within them lie truths and challenges for every Millennium. The following is the programme
we are proposing. Everyone is most welcome to join us:

1.Angels - then and now.

January 12th at WestÞeld, Shipton La., B.Bradstock (897445)

January l9th at 5 Malters Cottages, Litton Cheney ( 482483 )

2. The supportive family.

January 26th at 3, Charles Rd., B. Bradstock (897215)

February 2nd at 8 Coombes Close, Litton Cheney ( 482315 )

3. The signiÞcance of the shepherds.

February 9th at Fir Tree Cottage, Shipton Gorge (897610)

February 16th at 11 Barges Close, Litton Cheney ( 482598 )

4. Astrologers in the Gospel

February 23rd at Casterbridge, Annings La., B.Bradstock (897408) March lst at The Rectory, Litton Cheney ( 482302 )

All these discussion groups commence at 7.30 pm with coffee and should Þnish in time for "home" at 9.15 pm.

Anthony Ashwell

Burton Bradstock School

Struggling with a Tizer overdose and picking through the wreckage of my lounge following the family New Year party, I kick over a tin of fortune cookies.
Lurching over to the kitchen table I down three Alka Seltzers, and break the Þrst cookie.

In February 2000 'Turn Towards (a better future), the school Millennium song reaches No. 1 in the charts only to be knocked off the top spot the following
week by Cliff Richard's new single, 'The Prayer of St Francis' sung to the tune of Rolf Harris' 'Tie me Kangaroo Down'. Intrigued by this revelation I break
another with mounting excitement.

In June the Government announces the logical extension of the school league tables. Heads are to be replaced by Managers and schools can be promoted or
relegated at the end of the season according to their position. Staff shall henceforth be known as trainers and sponsors clamour to get their brand name on
school sweatshirts. Snap! Crumbs ßy, another paper twist unrolls..

July sees the ofÞcial opening of the villages' own (canvas) Millennium Dome. Visitors pour in to marvel at the… er… chairs…walls…stage… spirit zone
(The Dove's mobile bar). Burton Academicals (as the school is now known) choir perform their latest song 'I'm a little teapot' to the tune of 'Glory, Glory,
Man. United.' September brings another imaginative Government initiative that provides thousands of extra pounds for its cash starved schools. The plan is
devastatingly simple. All school buildings are sold to companies such as Smiths Crisps, Times Newspaper Group, K.P. and McVities who use the premises
to manufacture squillions of bags of crisps, newspapers etc… with tokens. Parents collect the tokens to exchange for computers, books, pencils, paper and
other luxuries. A small hiccup in the plan is discovered when staff, sorry - trainers, realise that they have nowhere to educate the children. Burton's
Millennium Tent suddenly Þnds a 'raison d' etre.'

In November the Government, hard on the heels of Literacy and Numeracy hour is forced to introduce 'Consumeracy Hour' as parents fail to respond to
September's 'token' initiative. Families are encouraged to spend an hour after school each day stufÞng their faces with cheerios, crisps and hula hoops
while reading 'The Express' from cover to cover. Many thousand die of new disease 'Consumerus Overloadus'.

December sees Burton Academicals promoted to Division 1 of the Tesco League. Celebrations are tempered by the news that the school will have to
relocate to the Millennium Dome in London, along with all other schools in a bold Government attempt to cut costs and 'rationalise' the Education System.

Oh, fortune cookies are a load of nonsense….aren't they?

A warm welcome to Jack Bragg who joins us in Class 1 after the New Year.

A happy New Year to you all.

David Powell

100 club winners November

£20 Mrs J. Wyatt

£10 Mrs Bolt

£5 Mrs Follett

( Thank you, David, for your Millennial predictions. We look forward to your review, in December, of the year 2000 with great anticipation. Ed.!)

Please see STOP PRESS for the report from Thorner's School

BRIDE VALLEY SCOUT GROUP

It's been a very successful year. We have won four District events, two football competitions, a swimming gala and the West Bay Challenge and have
increased our numbers. We now have enrolled some girls in our Scout section and there are a few vacancies for six and seven year olds in the Beaver
section and a waiting-list for those not yet old enough. The Butlins trip was enjoyed by over sixty people, our bonÞre evening was well attended and we
are having a Christmas party in the WI hall in December. On 23rd January we shall be attending the 11.00 a.m. service at Burton Bradstock church, in
uniform. By the time you read this we shall know whether our planning application has been successful. Finally, many thanks to all the Leaders for their
magniÞcent efforts over the past year and also to all those parents who helped at our events.

Pat Tucker. Group Scout Leader.

THE BRIDE VALLEY POPPY APPEAL

I am pleased to report another record breaking year. The latest Þgure for House to House, Church collections and static points around our Valley is
£1,954.63, up 4.5% on last year. Well done all of you who gave so generously and special thanks to my dedicated band of Collectors who worked so hard.
This Þgure does not include the cheque I received from the Women's Section of £510.51 as a result of the St. Swithin's Band Concert and Coffee morning
at the Burton Bradstock W.l. Hall. Your efforts, ladies, are deeply appreciated by the Legion, thank you so much.

The Poppy Appeal is the main source of revenue for the Legion's Benevolent Fund. All the money you have given, less the cost of the Appeal, goes in this
Fund and is used for the purpose it is donated, to help others! Each year more and more people come to the Legion for help and each year that help costs
more to provide. Daily we see and read of young Service men and women employed upon world peace keeping duties, and this means that there will
always be a need to provide help for them and their dependants, when they themselves no longer can. Thanks again to all of you for your support.

John Ivall Bride Valley Poppy Appeal Organiser

 

Bride Valley Gardening Club

The next meeting will take place on Monday, 10th January at 7.30 p.m. It will consist of an illustrated slide show prepared by Colin Varndell to
commemorate the new millennium, and is entitled 'Old Favourites Spanning 25 Years'. The venue, as usual, will be Thorner's School, Litton Cheney. We
also propose celebrating with a few bubbles!

John Rowlands
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BURTON BRADSTOCK 
Village Correspondent Mr Basil Dent

2, Norburton, Burton Bradstock. Tel:- (01308) 897125

Mid Week Worship -

Holy Communion Wednesdays at 10.00 a.m. followed by coffee in the Rectory

Choir Practices Fridays at 6.00 p.m.

Gift Sunday January 23rd Bride Valley Scout Group

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Funeral 15th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

Burial of Ashes 20th November Bryan E. G. Chapman

The next Tiny Tots / Pram Service will be held on Friday 4th February. Please note that there will be no Tiny Tots service in January.

The next Healing Services at St Mary’s will be held on Wednesdays 5th January and 9th February at 7 pm. The Lent Course will be taking place on the
Wednesdays in Lent, so Healing Services will be on Mondays 13th March and 10th April, then Wednesday 3rd May.

New Year’s Eve. On 31st December 1999 St Mary’s Church will be open from 11.15 to 11.45 pm for a half-hour New Year’s Eve Service - very informal,
a time largely for quiet reßection.

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Mary’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.10 pm.

 

The Parochial Church Council next meets on Monday 17th January in church at 7.00 pm.

Organist / Choirmaster/mistress We still seek a successor to Jim Wilmot. If any reader can put us in touch with a suitable person, or if you have recently
moved to the Valley or nearby and may be interested, please let me know.

In the meantime, we are taking up some local organists’ and pianists’ kind offers to help us out temporarily. We are very grateful to them.

John Atkinson

 

 

 

THE CHURCH BOOKSTALL St Mary's, Burton Bradstock

If you browse among the books and cards on the newly replenished bookstall you will Þnd the following ...

The Case Against God by Gerald Priestland (£2.75). Maybe you think there isn't one? Read this book and you'll soon see what the author is getting at ...
a moving account of the way which many different people approach God.

The Path of Peace by Norman Warren (99p) These reßections on one of the best loved psalms explore the Twenty Third afresh and bring a message of
hope and new life to today's reader.

Broken Windows Broken Lives by Adrian Plass (Special price of £2.99). This story tells of the gulf between dream and reality when an out of work
actor becomes a housemaster in a residential school for "maladjusted" boys. His happy expectation of a starring roll as a modern Dr Barnardo surrounded
by beautiful and grateful children is well out of line. Told with Adrian Plass' usual brand of humour this story is a gripping read.

The Lion Concise Bible Handbook (£7.99).This excellent paperback is crammed with information presented in a simple and interesting way. Part One
sets the Bible in context, while parts Two and Three go through the Old and New Testaments, section by section. As you ßip through you will see that the
information is presented in an accessible way for easy reading.

A varied selection ... come and see for yourself

Sheila Spencer-Smith (898012)

 

 

MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

REMINDER NEW YEAR'S EVE: bonÞre ( beacon ) will be lit at 5.00 pm and extinguished at 7.00 pm at the top of Cliff Road, Burton Bradstock. Please
bring your children and come and try and spot other bonÞres along the coast or inland. At 11.30 pm the W.I. Hall will be open and a welcoming glass of
punch waiting for you. Music will be provided by George Hirst on his accordion. Towards midnight we will go onto The Green when at midnight the
Beacon will be lit to the background of St Mary's bells.

 

 

 

  The Bells of St. Mary's 

When you hear the bells ringing have you ever paused to consider, not the sound, but the bells themselves? How many are there? Are they very large? How
old are they?

At St. Mary's we have six bells. Our two heaviest bells are the oldest and were cast in 1615 and 1616 by the Purdue family at Closworth, which is a small
village just into Somerset and not very far from Yeovil. Though repairs were carried out in 1928 and again in 1994 these two bells are still very much as
they were originally cast, and have been rung for worship, and on occasions of rejoicing and sorrow, for the best part of 400 years. They weigh 8 cwt. and
10 cwt. respectively, measure approx 3 ft. across the mouth of the bow, and stand about the same high. That's quite a lot of metal.

The 4th was also made by the Purdues, in 1651, but in a subsequent overhaul it was found to be untunable and had to be recast. The next to be added was
the 2nd, but not until over a hundred years later, in 1762. By then the Closworth foundry was being worked by James Smith, whose name appears on the
bell, and Thomas Roskelly. This bell also had to be recast in 1928. The 3rd was made in 1800 by another famous bell founding family, the Bilbies of
Cullompton. And the Þnal addition was made in 1928 when the treble was cast by Mears & Stainbank, now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry Ltd.

All in all we have quite a historic ring, the youngest bells already having given 70 years' service. It stretches the imagination to try to picture the ringers
through the centuries up there in that same ringing chamber that we stand in today. Of course they were not able to ring and control the bells in quite the
same way as we can now, but that is another story.

Though the weights of the bells may sound impressive, great strength is not a requirement for ringing. It is more of a knack than an exercise of strength.
Should anyone be interested in trying their hand they should contact Basil Dent for further information.

Jane Stubbs

      

 

BURTON BRADSTOCK WI

Who would think that such a happy Christmas atmosphere could be generated in mid-November? We've proved it can. This year our Christmas Lunch at
Highland End took place on 18th November and members and guests enjoyed themselves in the traditional way. Also in November we broke with tradition
and held a Victorian Afternoon on the twenty seventh of the month instead of the usual Christmas Fair. The WI Hall, decked with greenery and tastefully
decorated in the style of the last century, drew enthusiastic crowds. Everyone was welcomed by President Wendy Green and other Victorian ladies all
dressed in their best costumes complete with fetching lacy headgear. Decorated baskets of goodies were for sale, as were Christmas decorations, cakes and
produce and plenty of other items. Christmas hampers were rafßed. For refreshment there were mincepies and mulled wine. A truly successful afternoon.

After the Group Carol Service at Walditch on the 9th our December meeting on the 14th continues the seasonal theme with a talk and demonstration on
table decorations.

Sheila Spencer-Smith

Unveiling of the Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry

The Burton Bradstock Millennium Tapestry is now securely in position on the Library wall, shrouded from view until the ofÞcial unveiling. This will take
place on Wednesday 12th January at 3.00 p.m. when it will be handed over to the Parish Council in front of the Millennium Committee, local Councillors
and some of the helpers.

Due to limited space, it has not been possible to invite all those involved in producing the tapestry and so representatives have been chosen by ballot. After
the ceremony the Library will be open from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. when everyone is welcome to come and view the work over a cup of tea.

CHARITY JAZZ NIGHT

On Saturday December 4th we all enjoyed a fabulous early Christmas Party night dancing to the Granada Jazz Band. A big " thank you" to all those who
supported us so generously and a very special "thank you" to those of you who donated some splendid tombola prizes. We raised with your help a very
worthwhile £440.00 for the Marie Curie Nursing Service.

For your Year 2000 Diary please make a note of a big event we are planning on Saturday July 8th, a Masked Ball in the Millennium Marquee. Full details
later in the year.

Thank you again for your support in our Fund Raising events held in the 90's.

Andrea Wilkinson and Barbara Ivall Co-Organisers.

 

Burton Bradstock Village Society.

On one of the coldest evenings of the approaching winter, 60 members attended the November meeting of the Burton Bradstock Village Society, at which
Mr. Colin Barham gave an entertaining talk about the Kentish Hop Gardens. He illustrated his talk with slides, and anecdotes drawn from his mother's
memories of being taken 'hopping", along with thousands of other London families, in the early years of this century.

The January Meeting will be held on Friday 14th, when MP Colin Varndell will give a slide show entitled "Personal Favourites to Celebrate the
Millennium".

Jane Stubbs

Bryan Chapman

We would like to express our thanks to all Dorn and Bryan's friends in Burton Bradstock who provided so much help and support through Bryan's Þnal
illness, and whose care and concern have helped us in the days and weeks since his death in early November.

We shall always remember how packed the church was for his funeral, and how John Atkinson along with friends from the village helped make the service
a true celebration of Bryan's life. It was an occasion that Bryan himself would have thoroughly enjoyed.

Our thanks go as well to all those who contributed to our appeal for a Datascope to help the nursing staff at Langdon Ward of Bridport Community
Hospital who looked after Bryan with such dedication.

I know that Dorn will continue to appreciate over the coming months the friendship of all the many kind people who have made her feel so much a part of
life in Burton Bradstock.

Dorn and Ian Chapman and family

The Children's Society

Sincere thanks to all the box holders for handing these in. This enabled us to send a total of £312.02 to the Society. Thank you too for holding the boxes for
the coming year. The Gift Day in church on Sunday 21st November raised a further £69.43 for the Society. Many thanks to all those who helped to raise
this total.

Greta Heal
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SWYRE 
Village Correspondent: Mrs.Gilly Doar

Paddock Lodge Swyre

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services on the 1st and 3rd Sundays will be reversed, and we hope this will
remain the pattern for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m. Evensong

3rd " " " 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Please note, however, that we begin by immediately making an exception! (see below)

Songs Of Praise. Instead of the 6.30 p.m. Evensong which should be happening on January 2nd, we will be having a Songs of Praise Service at 3.00 p.m.
At this, we will be singing in (again?) the Millennium with some traditional, but now not so often sung, Christmas Carols. These include "God rest ye
merry gentlemen" and "Good King Wenceslas". What a good way to remove any millennial celebration cobwebs! To conÞrm: SUNDAY 2ND JANUARY-
--CAROLS OF PRAISE---3.00 O’CLOCK

Anthony Ashwell

 

We wish everyone in the Bride Valley a Happy New Year.

Welcome to Wendy and Paul Pritchard who have come to live at Swyre Cross.

Holy Trinity Swyre

A beautiful red altar frontal with matching lectern cloth and offertory bag were dedicated at Evensong on Sunday 21 November. The frontal and lectern
cloth were rnade by Mrs Vera Hirst, Mrs Anna Lovell helped with the design. The offertory bag was made by Mrs Deborah Wordsworth. The funding was
from the Trinity weekend held in May. The blue tower curtains, a gift to the church nine years ago, were also dedicated at the service.

Mrs Vera Howard

Swyre Parish Meeting

The Millennium map: It was decided by the Parish meeting that a high deÞnition transparency would be taken of the completed map and all reproductive
work will be produced from this transparency. The original map will be stored at the Public Records OfÞce at Dorchester where it will be available for
viewing. The map will remain in the ownership of the village.

Millennium Spoons: A survey of the children in the village has been undertaken and a silver plated spoon will be given to each child to mark the
Millennium. The village is grateful to an anonymous donor for the funds to purchase the spoons. When the Parish Map is unveiled after the winter, when
hopefully the weather will be more clement, the spoons will be presented to the children. It was thought that the children would have many gifts at
Christmas time and that the spoon would be a more special gift later in the year.

Policing in the Valley: Police Constable Jeff Barker who has a special responsibility for our village spoke at the Parish Meeting. He introduced himself
and explained that he and two other constables, Dave Bird and Dave Nash were the three ofÞcers responsible for our area. He urged villagers to report any
suspicious incidents, saying that the ofÞcers would rather be called and not Þnd a problem, than not to be alerted to a potential incident. He suggested as an
alternative to ringing 999 for an emergency, or if a suspicious incident was taking place, telephone number 01305 251212 could be used, with a request to
speak to the control room. The number is manned 24 hours a day.

Precept: The precept for the year 2000/2001 was set at the reduced amount of two hundred pounds.
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Mrs M. Marshall

 PUNCKNOWLE & WEST BEXINGTON
Village Correspondent: Mrs Dorothy Barlow

Collingbourne, Hoopers Lane, Puncknowle

Telephone: (01308) 897761

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new pattern of worship which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

2nd ditto 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion

3rd ditto 11.00 a.m. Matins

4th ditto 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet.

( This January’s 5th Sunday Service, on the 30th, will be a Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m.)

The major change is the moving of the Family Service to the Þrst Sunday where it will not clash with the Sunday Club.

"Millennium Services"

A "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20 minutes
and everybody is most welcome.

Our "Sunday Millennium Service" will be a (Family) Service for all ages and will be at 9.30 a.m. on January 2nd. We encourage everybody to bring to
Church something which reminds them of the unchanging message of Christmas.

Anthony Ashwell

The Village Social Evening

At our December meeting Richard Edmonds gave an enthralling talk, accompanied by excellent slides, on the Dorset Jurassic Coast from East Devon to
beyond Kimmeridge. There will be NO MEETING in January, but do come on 3rd February at 7.30pm in the Hall, when Arthur Pearce, who has just come
back from Australia, will talk and show slides on Australian Aboriginal Art and rock paintings. Everyone is welcome.
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 LITTON CHENEY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs. N.Gardener 1 Rose Cottages, Litton Cheney Tel: ( 01308 )
482323

Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church has a new Pattern of Worship, which we hope will stay in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion

2nd " " 11.00 a.m. Matins

3rd " " 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

4th " " 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

5th Sunday Services will remain ßexible, and in a relevant month the time can be found either in The B.V.N. or on the previous week’s pewsheet. (This
January’s 5th Sunday Service on the 30th will be an Evensong at 6.30 p.m.)

The "Millennium Service" will be held on 1st January(!) at 12 noon or soon after, to accommodate the millennial bells. The service will last about 20
minutes and everybody is most welcome.

The Day After Christmas is both St. Stephen’s Day and a Sunday. We will be having a said traditional Holy Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.-the only
Service on this day for the east end of the Valley.

Anthony Ashwell

Due to a very early going-to-press date this month village news is thin on the ground and we have no information or news to pass on to readers of the
BVN. However, as your village correspondents, we wish you a very happy Christmas and every good wish for the future millennium celebrations and the
year to come.

Norman & Mollie Gardener

***************************STOP PRESS**************************

Thorner’s School, Litton Cheney

Lots of people will have made new year resolutions….. but how many people have kept them? We all tend to have good intentions, but reality is different.
My resolution is to unpack and not live out of boxes. During the last term I was never sure where I was and what was mine. Renting a share of a house in
Portland and most of my belongings were still in Bristol meant that I had to plan well in advance if I wanted something particular, as my trips to Bristol
were not frequent or regular. So this year will be the year when I start putting my roots down and hopefully will really feel part of Bridport and Dorset. It
has given me a fresh appreciation of what it must be like for a child coming into school for the Þrst time, or for those parents who are not comfortable
when entering school, especially if they had an unhappy experience. It can be quite daunting to tackle something new but with the support of family and
friends it can be eased. I hope that we at Thorner’s can give that support to present community members and extend it to the new members of our villages
of which there are quite a few. I was surprised to be introduced to a number of people during the run up to Christmas, who have left the area but still feel
that they have connections here and are made welcome on their return to see ‘old’ friends. I have certainly been very lucky to have had so many people
who were willing to give help and advice….I am sure that the staff are fed up with me asking ‘Where is that? North, south, east or west of here?’ I am
pleased to say that they never once resorted to pulling out a map and pointing but were always willing to talk it through. Thank you for that. I also hope
that I am now able to Þnd my way around without getting lost too often.

This term class 4 are working with Burton Bradstock and Loders schools and an artist on a digital arts project. The children are aiming to make use of
camcorders, computers and digital cameras, learning better techniques and hopefully by the end of term we will have a web page to show for all the effort.
The children will collaborate at different stages and will pass on knowledge that they have gained to others within school. So keep watching for
information on how to access this material.

While practising for our Christmas production we were often at a loss for a musician to accompany us. We do have a member of staff who can play but
unfortunately she only works for half the week. Rehearsals at the start of the week were Þne, we had Mrs Hooper, we had music; but at the end of the
week, we tried hard, we knew the words, we made a noise (not always very tuneful especially with me leading!). I was wondering if there is someone
locally who could play the piano or keyboard for us at such times, maybe a retired person who enjoys playing and could volunteer to help us in our hour of
need on occasions. We would be very grateful. Please get in touch.

100 club winners: Carol Randall £15 and

Mr Pinkett £10

Alison Johnstone Headteacher.
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 LONG BREDY Village Correspondents: Mr & Mrs Patrick Frost Bridelands

Tel ( 01308 ) 482269

Church Service Times Starting this month, the normal pattern of Church Services will be reversed and the Family Service will move to the earlier time of
9.30 a.m. We hope that this new pattern will remain in place for at least 2 years.

1st Sunday of the month 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

3rd Sunday ................. 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

All Bride Valley Church Family Services are now at 9.30 a.m.

The Holy Communion Service on 2nd January will as usual follow the traditional rite, and it will be a most appropriate way of bringing the old into the
new. Anthony Ashwell

 

Poppy Appeal. The sale of poppies prior to Remembrance Sunday brought in the sum of £87.30, for which the local Bride Valley organiser has said a very
big "thank you".

Neuro-Surgery. The parents and grandparents of Kieran Mulhall, born on the 3rd August, are most grateful for the prayers and messages of good will
which they have received during the time that Kieran has spent in Southampton Hospital. His condition was such that a course of neuro-surgery started at
the tender age of 10 weeks. It is pleasing to report that he was discharged from Southampton during the Þrst week in December.

Christingle Service. The Church was seasonally decorated for the Christingle Service held on the 5th December. A strong team of helpers had prepared
the candles during the previous day, the materials for which had been donated by Mrs. Pamela Coe, in memory of her late husband. The Village Singers
were also in attendance, and the Lullaby they sang after the children had lit their candles made a most moving impression. Many thanks to all who had
helped in any way. The collection, in aid of the Children's Society, amounted to £120.53.

A Happy New Year to you all!
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LITTLEBREDY 
Church Service Times. Starting this month, the Church Services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays will both now be at 9.30 a.m., and this should remain the
pattern for at least the next 2 years.

2nd Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Family Service (All-age Worship)

4th Sunday of the month 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

With Long Bredy also moving its Family Service to 9.30 a.m., this means that all Valley Family Services now begin at 9.30 a.m.

Anthony Ashwell

LITTLEBREDY NOTES.

Two welcomes to stress this month: Þrstly to young Edmund Shackleton, who was born at Top Parts on the 16th November, just too late for inclusion in
last month's notes. Belatedly but cordially, therefore, we extend all congratulations to Jasper and Jo, and we wish all three of them great happiness together.

Secondly, welcome also to Simon and Siobhan Baxter, who, with young Nathan and Kieran, are moving into Spring Cottage. The observant will have
noticed lights ablaze as decorations get under way, and we wish the family well in their new home.

The meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Village Hall will take place in the second half of February, so please look out for an exact date in next
month's BVN. As for venue, Chris and Judy Yates have agreed to host it in Gardens Cottage, so we say thank you to them.

We also say congratulations to Chris, who has been elected to the Daffodil and Tulip Committee of the Royal Horticultural Society. This is a high honour
in the horticultural world, and one which those who know their expertise and work here and elsewhere will know is well deserved.

Congratulations too to Rachel Hallett, whose graduation ceremony as B.Sc.(Hons) in Geography took place at Plymouth University in December.

Finally, of course, it is too late for Christmas greetings in this magazine, but not too late to extend to all readers, within Littlebredy and further aÞeld, all
very best wishes for happiness and fulÞlment in 2000 and beyond.
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SHIPTON GORGE  Village Correspondent: Mrs.Joy White Eastcote 3 Gullivers Orchard Shipton Gorge
Tel(01308)897974

JANUARY 1st 2000 After the ringing of St Martin’s bells at 12 noon, there will be a short New Millennium Service starting around 12.15 pm, when
the refurbished churchyard gates will be dedicated.

The Village Notice Board has been re-positioned to its new site near the New Inn by kind permission of Andrew & Margaret Duffy.

R..Langran Parish Council

As in previous years there is to be a PLANT SALE held adjacent to the Village Hall on Saturday 29th April. It is hoped that with plenty of advance
notice, those of you with green Þngers will pot up stray plants, take cuttings or nurture seeds in your greenhouse ready for this occasion. This year's
proceeds will be to our church funds and your support will be greatly appreciated. Jan Shaw 897524

Shipton Gorge 100 Club Winners for the December Draw

£50 No:62 Liz Fulford

£20 No: 26 Lyn Grey

£10 Nos: 23, 67, 32 Bette Danby Joyce Crutchley Gary Warren

Return to Index

Millennium Quiz
Match each character to the correct century from the Þrst two millennia. e.g. (a) William I C11th

(a) He defeated Harold at Hastings

(b) He built a wall as a defence against the Picts and the Scots.

(c) She mourned for her husband on the Isle of Wight.

(d) He reputedly burnt some cakes.

(e) The Magna Carta was signed in his reign.

(f) King of Northumbria killed at Oswestry.

(g) The writer of 34 plays wrote "What a piece of work man is.."

(h) The city of Istanbul was originally named after him.

(i) He roused his troops to an English victory at Agincourt.

(j) A Queen who led a revolt against the Romans.

(k) He became Archbishop of Canterbury; a present day Society for the blind bears the same name.

(l) He wrote a series of Tales named after a city in Kent.

(m) A venerable monk who wrote an Ecclesiastical History of the English People.

(n) A man, not a king, ( with a round head? ) who ruled England as Lord Protector.

(o) H-----t & H---a settled in Kent.

(p) The founder of Methodism

(q) Father of (h)

(r) An Archbishop murdered at Canterbury

(s) He inspired his nation "at their darkest hour."

(t) Pope Gregory the Great sent him on a mission to Kent

Answers in next month's B.V.N.

Return to Index

New Year Closures
Burton Bradstock Library will re-open after the holiday on Tuesday 4th January 2000.

Drs.Pouncey, Baird & Fowler Surgeries

The surgery will be closed:

Friday December 31st

Saturday January 1st

Sunday January 2nd

Appointments can be made for Monday 3rd on that morning when there will be a Portesham surgery from 9.00am - 12 noon

Normal Surgery from January 4th

Return to Index

Thought for the Month

Home Village Calendar History Village Photos Archives Search Contact
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Welcome to our village diary 
Just search for Shipton Gorge Diary or go directly to 
https://shiptongorgediary.co.uk/ 
You will be able to find out all that’s going on in the village from the Village 
Society, the New Inn/New Inn Support, the Village Hall, Shipton Gorge Heritage, 
the Parish Council, the Parochial Church Council and other event organisers. 
 
St Martin’s Church 
 

Floodlight sponsors for September 
 

Peter T – for his good and longstanding friend of 70 years Armin who passed 
way recently 
Ann & Terry Hunt for their wedding anniversary  
Antonia & Mark for their wedding anniversary on 2nd September 
Kim & Ian for Ian‘s mother, Janet Bloomfield, whose birthday is on 26th but 
she is very poorly 
Patsy Jacob in memory of their daughter’s friend Hazel, who died this year 
leaving two little girls 
Kate & John Kent for Roo Hobby’s birthday on 6th and Nikki Kent’s birthday on 
25th 
Chris Griffiths Hardman for the International Day of Peace on 21st 

 

Special thank you to all who responded to my request for sponsors this month on 
the Shipton Gorge community Facebook page. It was so good of you at such short 
notice. The month of October is also without sponsorship at the moment so please 
let me know if you have a special memory or an occasion and would like to light 
up St Martin’s Church, Contact Phyl on 01308 898657 or push a note through 
Cuckoo Cottage, (Chapel Street), letter box.  A suggested donation of £5 is very 
much appreciated. 
 
September Services  
13th at 9.30am. Breakfast Church with Vicky 
27th at 11.00am. Holy Communion with the Rev’d Ed Tildesley 
We are very much looking forward to the Harvest Festival to take place on Sunday, 
11th October at 5.30pm. Please do come along. It’s guaranteed to be a joyous 
occasion. 

Shipton Gorge  
Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett 
Email: richardhewlett419@gmail.com   01308 897278 
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk   
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Christmas Tree Festival 
 

St Martin’s are planning a Christmas Tree festival in December! Dates 
provisionally are 5th to 12th December, and trees will be available to buy at the 
end of the festival for a donation. We are calling for all the village, groups and 
individuals, and surrounding areas to “book a tree”, and make a donation towards 
the cost. They will be 2’- 3’ tall. You decorate your own tree in any way you like, 
using battery lights. 
 

Please let Sue Melvin know if you’d like a tree… 01308 341787 or 
sujm@btinternet.com 
 

Village Hall 
 

August 100 Club Draw results 
 

1st     119 £25 Sue Raybould      2nd    121 £10 Nigel Fisher 
3rd   117 £5 Andrew Haydon 

 

Congratulations to all winners 
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Shipton Gorge Heritage 
 

Heritage Gin Club – Thank you to everyone who has 
supported us by buying tickets for the year ahead. The 
winners in the August draw will be announced next 
month as the draw needed to be done after the Show. 
 

Saunders Richardson Wood 
 

We had a final bottling session of the nettle fertiliser – ready for sale at the Village 
Show. There could still be some available - please contact me if you are interested 
– it is ideal for all leafy plants and vegetables – and also as a natural compost 
activator. 
 

We have been liaising with Dorset Council 
to make improvements to the footpath 
steps by the Saunders Richardson Wood. 
Using some of the award from the Waitrose 
Community Matters scheme - we agreed to 
upgrade the design and materials used - to 
make the steps even more user friendly - 
and to help with water run-off from the field 
(if we ever get any more rain). The work was 
completed in mid-July and we are sure you 
will agree, this is a huge improvement. We 
are planning to open the Wood on Saturday 
26th September at 11.00am. If you would 
like to come along and either help or have a 
walk round, that would be great. This is a 
members’ only event but we can sign you 
up on the day and there is no charge to join.  
 
Shipton Gorge Orchard 
 

We are not quite sure what sort of harvest we will have due to the lack of rain, but 
remember that you are welcome to pick the apples in the Orchard. There are 
different types and varieties, including, Dessert, Cookers and Cider. Look out for 
the named plan on the gate – or labels on the trees to avoid any surprises! Two 
varieties which are normally ready in September are James Grieve 
(Dessert/Cooker) and Tom Putt (Cooker/Cider). We will be in the Orchard on 
Monday 14th September at 11.00am for a tidy up session – all Shipton Gorge 
residents are welcome. 
 
We have normally had a few reports by now, therefore, wondering if anyone has 
seen Glow worms (Lampyris noctiluca) around the village this year. If so, could you 
let us know roughly where and when? 
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Thinking ahead, if you are a keen jam maker, pickler or preserver – why not make 
a few extra jars with the abundance of summer fruit and vegetables.  We would be 
very happy to accept donations to sell at our Apple Day event on Saturday 24th 
October. 
 

If you are interested in supporting the charity in any way, please contact Anne 
Crowe on 07393 214635 or email annecrowe2016@hotmail.com 
 
Details as usual on our website: 
http://www.shiptongorge.org.uk/Shipton_Gorge_Heritage__16417.aspx and in 
the Shipton Gorge Diary https://www.shiptongorgediary.co.uk 
 

Parish Council 
 

It was good to see many familiar and new faces on our stand at the Village Fete on 
8th August. The event itself was a great success; congratulations to all those 
whose hard work made it such an enjoyable afternoon. Thank you to all those who 
helped fill our suggestions box with ideas of things you would like to see done 
around the village. We will be reviewing these and seeing which ones we will be 
able to follow up on; more on this at our next meeting. And we will of course be 
contacting the winner of the bottle of champagne! 
 

For those who volunteered to help with the final stage of the playground 
refurbishment, which is painting the equipment, we will let you know a date in 
September for the work to be done. 
 

Since our last meeting Lizzie Forte has stepped down from her role as parish 
councillor. We would like to thank her for all she has done over the last few years; 
it really is appreciated. 
 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 10th September at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, 
when we will be introducing our new parish councillors. We look forward to seeing 
you then. 
 
4th September:  St BirinusÕs day  
 

Did you ever feel that God was calling you to do something big for Him, even 
though you were not quite sure of the details? If so, Birinus is the saint for you. 
 

He was a French Benedictine monk who in 634 was made a bishop at Genoa, and 
sent by Pope Honorius 1 to extend the evangelisation of England. (Augustine had 
arrived in Canterbury about 35 years before.) 
 

Birinus landed at Hamwic, near Southampton. His original plan was to evangelise 
Wessex and then penetrate up into the Midlands, where no preacher had ever yet 
reached. But Birinus soon found the West Saxons so pagan that he decided to 
concentrate just on them. 
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Birinus had little to help him become the apostle to Wessex. So, he simply used 
what he did have: his own two feet and his voice. He wandered around preaching 
at every opportunity, trusting in God to help him. And He did: Birinus became 
known and respected, and soon a big breakthrough occurred: for political reasons 
the King of Wessex, Cynegils, wanted to convert to Christianity, and he asked 
Birinus to help him.  
 

So Birinus instructed and baptised King Cynegils, who was then able to marry the 
Christian king of NorthumbriaÕs daughter, Cyneburg, and in due course Birinus 
baptised their family as well. 
 

In return, Cynegils gave Birinus the town of Dorchester (upon Thames, not our 
Dorset town!) to be his diocesan see. It was a perfect location: a Romano-British 
town right on a road and a river, in the midst of a populated area. 
 

During his 15 years as Bishop of Dorchester, Birinus baptised many people and 
built churches all over the area, with the kingÕs blessing.  
 

Before he died in 650, Birinus dedicated a church at Winchester. It was a glimpse 
of the future: for WinchesterÕs growing importance made it inevitable that in time 
it would also become the ecclesiastical centre of the kingdom. 
wool 
 
 

The Rev Dr  Gar y Bowness cont inues his 
t ongue- in-cheek let t er s f r om Uncle Eust ace 
 

The Rectory  
St James the Least of All  
 
My dear Nephew Darren , 

 
Thank you for sending me the photograph of you having your face painted 
at your parishÕs ÔFun DayÕ Ð although I canÕt help feeling that to label an 
event ÔfunÕ is the most effective way of draining it of all amusement 
whatsoever. Why on earth canÕt parishes continue with the traditional 
title of ÔCrowning of the R ose Queen and FeteÕ, equally traditionally grimly 
enjoyed to the accompaniment of thunder and torrential rain.  
However, the one thing that caused me the greatest concern in your 
photo was the fact that you were wearing sandals. Sandals are  only to be 
worn by Franciscan monks (without socks) and holidaymakers on Blackpool 
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promenade (regrettably, generally with socks). I know that you will argue 
that Jesus wore sandals. This was mainly because reliable pairs of 
brogues had yet to be invented, but also because He lived in a hot, dry 
country. We live in a cold, wet one.  
The only appropriate colour for footwear for a parish priest is black, and 
the only appropriate material is leather Ð although I will concede that can 
create difficulties. Wet leather shoes and polished marble sanctuary 
floors are a potentially lethal comb ination.  
I well remember as a curate when old Canon Griffith entered the 
Sanctuary, having just got drenched coming from the Rectory. His feet 
moved across the marble floor some miles per hour faster than the rest 
of his body. Had he landed face down, the congregat ion may have assumed 
he was reverently prostrating himself before the altar. But lying in a 
supine position, staring in a dazed state at the rafters, only conveyed 
inappropriate indolence, when he should be at work.  
However, do not take the alternative of wearing crepe soles. I suspect 
your present church will be fully carpeted Ð it seems to go with your sort 
of theology Ð and there will be no problem. But crepe soles and any sort of 
polished stone floor are a truly d isastrous mixture. The slightest 
movement will make it sound as if you are being followed by a swarm of 
demented frogs.  
 
Your loving uncle, Eustace 
��  

NETS OF KINDLING, DUMPY BAGS 
AND LOOSE LOADS OF LOGS AVAILABLE
For more details contact Andy on 07766 867392
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MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY

All tree & hedge work undertaken

                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed

MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
ork undertaken

Friendly
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                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed

www.mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk
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MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
All tree & hedge work undertaken

Friendly
                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed

�5�S�B�E�J�O�H���M�P�D�B�M�M�Z���T�J�O�D�F����������
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MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
Trading locally since 2011

All tree & hedge work undertaken

Friendly - A!ordable
Reliable - Fully Insured

NPTC Quali"ed
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MATT ATKINSON TREE SURGERY
All tree & hedge work undertaken

Friendly
                *A!ordable
                *Reliable
               *Fully Insured
              *NPTC Quali"ed

�5�S�B�E�J�O�H���M�P�D�B�M�M�Z���T�J�O�D�F����������

���������������U�F�M�������������� �������������� ������������������ ������������

�X�F�C�T�J�U�F�����X�X�X���N�B�U�U�B�U�L�J�O�T�P�O�U�S�F�F�T�V�S�H�F�S�Z���D�P���V�L
�����F�N�B�J�M�����J�O�G�P�!�N�B�U�U�B�U�L�J�O�T�P�O�U�S�F�F�T�V�S�H�F�S�Z���D�P���V�L

tel: 01308 868503   079600 60025
email: info@mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk 

website: www.mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk
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CG Fry & SonÕs highly experienced Contracting 
Department offer a bespoke service covering all aspects  

of construction and restoration for both private  
and commercial clients.

Projects range from extensions and alterations to complete 
new buildings plus bespoke joinery, repairs and decorating.

For enquiries contact Mike Pinney  
on 01308 482000 or email info@cgfry.co.uk

Visit cgfry.co.uk for further information

contracting@cgfry.co.uk

For enquiries contact Mike Pinney 
on 01308 482000 or email For enquiries contact Mike Pinney 

01308 482000 or email info@cgfry.co.uk
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27567$68489:

Help in your home
Home help/Cleaner available for 

immediate start with regular 
hours to suit in the Bridport and 

surrounding area.

Friendly, honest, reliable service
with established local company

Tel: 07929 091504 
or 01308 423563
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Call Eonne your Local electrician with 30 years experience supporting customers in 
Bride Valley. Quality clean work with referenceÕs to support if required.

Mobile: 07891 210739
Domestic, Commercial, alterations, additions, 
re-wires, new builds, Inspections, 
Electric Vehicle Installer  -  Part P Registered

eonne@sinclair electrical.co.uk

Sinclair Electrical
National 

Association of 
Professional 

Inspectors 
& Testers

Vetted  and Approved
by Trading Standards &
listed on Which?Local
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Lee Quincey Landscapes
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Mob: 07444411210

Call or text Callum:

JOBSON !S
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Traditional Chimney Sweeps
Clean    !     Professional    !     Friendly
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Email: office@jobsonschimneysweeps.com

Based in the Bride Valley  

Tel: 01308 301210
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Companion Gardening with Mandy

Friendly help in your garden, 
perfect for those who enjoy 
gardening but need a little 

extra help and support

Flexible and reliable
Services include planting, weeding 

and light pruning.

Contact me for a chat to see 
how I can help

Phone 0777 363 5890
gardeningwithmandy@gmail.com
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West Bay, Bridport, DT6 4EN
www.watchhousecafe.co.uk | 01308 459330

Beach Road, Burton Bradstock, DT6 4RF
www.hivebeachcafe.co.uk | 01308 897070
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Learn more and book a 
table by scanning here
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Join us every Friday, 5Ð8pm, for laid-back Latin rhythms & great food
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Paverlands Farm, Salway Ash, Bridport, Dorset DT6 5HT

Telephone 01308 421 545   ¥   www.johnbrightfencing.com

BRIGHTEN UP 
YOUR DAY

Jim Allen
RooÞng and Building Contractor

No job too big or too small

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045
E-mail: alljm996@aol.comWeb: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk

¥ New Builds
¥Brickwork, Stonework, 

Blockwork & Rendering
¥Carpentry & Property Maintenance
¥RooÞng/ Re-roofs & Repairs
¥Guttering & UPVC
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STEVE ELLIOT T
BUILDING CONTRACTOR and

STONEWORK SPECIALIST

Telephone: 07710 100880

 Stone & Brickwork
 Patios   Extensions 
 Plastering  

For all yo ur gene ra l building re qu irements

Over 30 years qu alified experience

Ji m  A l l e n
R o o f i n g  a n d  B u i l d i n g  Co n t r a c t o r
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Paverlands Farm, Salway Ash, Bridport, Dorset DT6 5HT

Telephone 01308 421 545   ¥   www.johnbrightfencing.com

BRIGHTEN UP 
YOUR DAY

Jim Allen
RooÞng and Building Contractor

No job too big or too small

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045
E-mail: alljm996@aol.comWeb: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk

¥ New Builds
¥Brickwork, Stonework, 

Blockwork & Rendering
¥Carpentry & Property Maintenance
¥RooÞng/ Re-roofs & Repairs
¥Guttering & UPVC
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STEVE ELLIOT T
BUILDING CONTRACTOR and

STONEWORK SPECIALIST
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 Stone & Brickwork
 Patios   Extensions 
 Plastering  

For all yo ur gene ra l building re qu irements

Over 30 years qu alified experience
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Jo Shackleton

Picture Framer
Near Littlebredy

Contact:
01308 482645
07842 363445

thedorsetframer@gmail.com

For that special occasion!
Contact

Kate Coombes
01300 320991/07970 928737

 

We stock our own Longhorn beef, fresh locally produced pork, lamb, cheese, 
bread and many other products from the area. 

We also make our own ham, bacon, pies, sausages and burgers.

Visit our Abbotsbury shop and treat yourself to some real local food . 

Opening times: 9-5 Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,
 10-2, Monday, Wednesday, 8.30-4.30 Saturday.
We deliver in the Bride Valley on Friday mornings

The Bride Valley Farm Shop
4, Market Street Abbotsbury.

It's all local !

For orders or enquiries: 01305 871235

BRIDGE COTTAGE B&B
87 HIGH STREET

BURTON BRADSTOCK, Nr. BRIDPORT
Tel: 01308 897222

En suite Rooms
Tea/Coffee making facilities

TV, Radio, Heating
Private Entrance + Parking

No Smoking Ð Pets Welcome
Family Room available, sleeps 4/5

  MARK PARSONS -
GENERAL BUILDER

ALL ENQUIRIES CONSIDERED
01308 456697            07909 516461

Stonework

Brickwork

Blockwork

Extensions

Paving

Concreting

Landscaping

Repairs
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Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements Ð £10 for 7 including delivery  
in Winter other scented ßowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com  |  emilyca ve@rosacheney.com  |  01308 482266 / 07787 512386 

Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses

grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings

and welcome hampers for holiday homes.
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Julian Hussey 
DipFD NAFD

Karen Hussey 
DipFD NAFD

Jasmine Butler 
(nŽe Hussey)
Cert FAA NAFD

George Hussey 
DipFD NAFD
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Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements Ð £10 for 7 including delivery   
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths 

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information
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EXPERIENCED CLEANER 
REQUIRED 

Experienced cleaner f or 
f amily home in Lit t on Cheney. 

Flexible hours. 
Ref erences essent ial.

Please contact  Shirley 
on 07767 686 010.
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